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Media Specialists Meet on New Information Order 


MB2710095989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0944 GMT 27 Oct 89 


7 


[Text] Harare, Oct 27, SAPA—About 30 media special- 
ists from international non-governmental organisations 
met in Harare on Friday to discuss ways of strengthening 
the new information and communication order, ZIANA 
national news agency reports. 


Opening the three-day meeting, Information, Posts and 
Tziecommunications Minister Mr Witness Mangwende 
said Third World journalists should struggle to achieve a 
flow of fair, balanced information. 


“The establishment of the new international information 
and communications order should witness the birth of a 
new and vigorous people-oriented media, highlighting 
their real concerns and aspirations as opposed to vulgar 
distortions of reality which are mistakenly regarded as 
free flow of information. 


“But this will not come on a silver platter. Third country 
journalists will have to struggle for the new order along 
with their progressive counterparts in other parts of the 
world,” he said. 


He further said there was need to train and form a “new 
kind of journalist” capable of understanding and recog- 
nising the fact that his or her profession should be taken 
in the context of developing countries’ struggles for 
independence to end poverty and overcome underdevel- 
opment and illiteracy. 


Mr Mangwende said it was in that context that devel- 
Oping countries rejected the notion of neutrality in the 
mass media’s role in social development. 


“On the contrary, we regard the field of information as 
an arena of the struggle for the development and inde- 
pendence of our countries. 


“We accept and recognise the freedom of the press only 
within the framework of this struggle and not as an 
abstract concept unrelated to the day-to-day lives of our 
people,” he said. 


He said the Western media should treat developing 
countries fairly instead of the current “wanton sensa- 
tionalism depicting our societies as wanting in human 
values worthy of respect.” 


They should highlight Third World countries’ efforts to 
overcome underdevelopment and the historic fact that 
their underdevelopment was not an accident but the 
result of years of colonial rule that left indelible social, 
political and economic scars. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


Cocoa Alliance Issues Communique in Lome 
AB 2810131989 Lome Domestic Service in French 
0615 GMT 28 Oct 89 


[Press Communique” issued in Lome on 27 October 
1989 following a meeting of the Cocoa Producers Alli- 
ance held from 23 to 27 October—read by (Silas 
Kamga), secretary general of the alliance] 


[Text] At the invitation of the Government of the 
Republic of Togo, the Cocoa Producers Alliance held its 
52d general assembly in Lome from 23 to 27 October 
1989. The following member countries were represented: 
Brazil, Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Ecuador, Gabon, Ghana, 
Mexico, Nigeria, Togo, and Trinidad and Tobago. 


The general assembly, which was declared open on 23 
October 1989 by Koffi Edoh, member of the Political 
Bureau and minister of technical education and profes- 
sional training, personal representative of the founding 
chairman of the Rally of the Togolese People [RPT] and 
president of the Republic, was preceded by the meeting 
of the technical committees of the alliance—that is, the 
scientific research committee, the administrative com- 
mittee, the sales committee and directors, and the 
finance committee. 


During its deliberations, the alliance expressed deep 
concern over the sharp fall in cocoa prices, which 
exposes the economies of producing countries to serious 
difficulties. The alliance deplores the fact that this situ- 
ation reduces considerably their capacity to achieve their 
economic and social development objectives, and also 
reduces their ability to honor the payment of their heavy 
external debt. Considering the seriousness of the situa- 
tion and considering the inability of the present accord 
to redress the falling trend of prices on the cocoa market, 
the general assembly felt that it is urgent for producing 
countries to take vigorous measures as required by the 
present circumstances in order to safeguard their inter- 
ests. 


The general assembly recommends to the Council of 
Ministers to strongly condemn the current attempt by 
certain circles to again raise the issue of promoting in the 
EEC member countries the use of fats from plants other 
than cocoa for the manufacture of chocolate and other 
cocoa-based products. 


Because of the obvious difficulties facing member coun- 
tries, the alliance decided to postpone sine die the | Ith 
international conference on cocoa research initially 
scheduled for the first semester of 1990. 


All the delegations expressed their gratitude to the Togo- 
lese people, their government, and especially their illus- 
trous leader, the RPT founding chairman and president 
of the Renublic, General Gnassingbe Eyadema, for the 
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warm and fraternal reception and the generous hospi- 
tality accorded them during their stay in Lome. Further- 
more, considering the relentless efforts and exceptional 
initiatives made by Togo during the 2 years it assumed 
the presidency of the Alliance to promote the interests of 
member countries, the alliance reiterated its sincere 


thanks and respectful gratitude to the RPT founding 
chairman and president of the Republic, Gen Gnass- 
ingbe Eyader~a. 


This communique was issued in Lome this 27th day of 
September 1989. 
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4 Leaders To Discuss Angola in Yamoussoukro 
AB2810175589 London BB World Service in English 
1709 GMT 28 Oct 8&9 


[From the “African News” program] 


[Text] Contacts have been taking place in Ivory Coast in 
advance of a meeting of four African presidents there on 
Monday [30 October] in a further effort io achieve a 
settlement in the Angolan civil war. A senior American 
State Department official, Mr Warren Clark, is in 
Abidjan for talks with P resident Houphonet-Boigny. Mr 
Clark is also likely to meet President Bongo of Gabon 
who is expected to arri\s in Ivory Coast tomorrow. 
Monday’s meeting will also include President Kaunda of 
Zambia and President Pinto da Costa of Sao Tome. 


Leaders Arrive in Ivory Coast 


AB2910182489 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 29 Oct 89 


[From the “African News” program] 


[Text] Four African heads of state are i Ivory Coast for 
a meeting on Monday [30 October] to aiscuss a peace 
settlement in Angola. Taking part in a meeting being 
hosted by President Houphouet-Boigny will be President 
Bongo of Gabon, President Kaunda of Zambia, and 
President Pinto da Costa of Sao Tome. A senior Amer- 
ican State Department official, Mr Warren Clark, who 
has already had preliminary discussions in the Ivory 
Coast, will also take part in the talks. 


Bongo, Da Costa Arrival Reported 


AB2910202789 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 29 Oct 89 


[Text! President Omar Bongo of Gabon and Pinto da 
Costa of Sao Tome and Principe late this morning 
arrived in Yamoussoukro. They will be joined tomorrow 
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by Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda. The three 
heads of state will brief the Ivorian head of state on 
initiatives made by the Group of Eight central and 
southern African countries in favor of reconciliation in 
Angola. To this end, a mini-summit opens tomorrow in 
our political and administrative capital [Yamoussou- 
kro]. 


It should be recalled that a few days ago, the Gabonese 
head of state met with President Houphouet-Boigny in 
Yamoussoukro. 


OAU’s Salim Terms Debt Crisis ‘First Priority’ 


AB2810105589 Dakar PANA in English 1021 GMT 
28 Oct &9 


[Text] Lusaka, 28 Oct. (ZANA/PANA)}—The OAU 1s 
going to try and settle the African debt by strengthening 
certain African institutions, the organisation's secretary 
general Salim Ahmed Salim has said. 


“My first priority is to tackle the debt crisis with the 
creditors and strengthening inter-Africa economic coop- 
eration groups and inter-regional cooperation,” he said. 


Salim was speaking at Lusaka Airport before departure 
for Dar es Salaam, the ZAMBIA NEWS AGENCY, 
ZANA. -enorted Friday [27 October]. 


Appealing to African countries to work together, Salim 
also said that African economies could be improved if 
fair prices are paid for agricultural commodities, in the 
world market. 


On Namibia, he said the decolonisation process 1s on 
course and he commended the UN officials there for 
their good work. 


Chaa 


Army Commander in Chief Hospitalized in Paris 
AB2710201089 Paris AFP in French 1739 GMT 
27 Oct 89 


[Text] Paris, 27 Oct (AFP)}—The commancer in chief of 
the Chadian Army, Allafouza Koni Wori-Mi, was today 
admitted to a Paris military hospital for a wound sus- 
tained to the jaw in fighting last week in Sudan between 
his forces and Chadian rebels, it was learned from 
French sources. 


The regular forces suffered about 200 casualties and 
some 300 wounded during the fighting against rebels led 
by the former commander in chief, Idriss Deby, 
according to the same sources. Among the casualties 
were the head of the national military police (PMN). 
Youssouf Galmaye, and the head of the Second Bureau 
(B-2, military intelligence), Hassar. Hangatta. 


It was not possible to determine the number of rebel 
casualties because fighting took place about 170 km 
inside Darfur Province (western Sudan), near the Bam- 
issi locality in a mountainous region. The rebels 
announced the fighting on 17 October in a statement 
issued in Khartoum. They pointed out that they suffered 
26 casualties and had that 30 of their men were 
wounded. They stated that they killed 1,200 Chadian 
troops including 191 officers. They also said they cap- 
tured 75 Chadian soldiers. Idriss Deby and his successor 
as commander in chief of the Chadian Army, Hassan 
Djamous, had fled to Sudan after trying, on | April 1989. 
to stage a coup d'etat against President Hissein Habre. 
The regular troops chased them into the Darfur region. 
where Hassan Djamous was wounded and captured. 
Brought back to Ndjamena, he reportedly died of his 
wound, according to reports by top Chadian officials, 
which have never been confirmed officially. 


Idriss Deby succeeded in fleeing to Libya. He returned to 
the western part of Sudan and gathered between 1.500 
and 2,000 of his men, according to French sources. He 
claimed to have gathered 7.000 men. 


Exiled Group Urges ‘Harder Blows’ Against Habre 


AB2810185289 Paris AFP in French 1615 GMT 
28 Oct 89 


[Text] Brazzaville, 28 Oct (AFP)}—The Chadian People’s 
Revolutionary Movement (MRP—opponent to the 
Ndjamena regime) today in Brazzaville called on all 
“Chadian progressive forces” to “deal harder blows” to 
the Chadian Government by Hissein Habre. 


In a communique issued in Brazzaville where it has its 
headquarters, the MRP, one of the branches of the 
Transitional National Union government of Chad, 
stressed that the recent battles in the Darfur region 
(western Sudan) show the “structural nature” of the 
Chadian crisis. 
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These clashes “can only surprise those who reduce the 
Chadian crisis into a Chad-Libya border conflict, and 
who believe that national reconciliation has already been 
achieved and that there is no more risk of civil war in 
Chad,” the communique added. 


(Fighting broke out last week in Sudan between the 
Chadian National Armed Forces (FANT) and some 
Chadian rebels led by former Commander-in-Chief 
Idriss Deby, it will be recalled. 


The communique also expressed the view that the 
present government in Chad has been established based 
on One ethnic group and that it has been “cultivating the 
germs of its own destruction.” It calls on President 
Habre and his “protectors” to take into account the 
outcome of the conference on national reconciliation 
held in Brazzaville in October 1984, which recom- 
mended the creation in Chad of a federal and nonreli- 
gious state. 


Congo 


President Seeks ‘Concessions’ From Lenders 


AB2810173289 Paris AFP in French 1432 GMT 
28& Oct 89 


[Text] Brazzaville, 28 Oct (AFP}—Congolese Head of 
State General Denis Sassou-Nguesso today in Brazza- 
ville called on international financial institutions to 
make “concessions” on issues concerning his country’s 
external debt, which is estimated at 1.1555 billion CFA 
francs (Fr23 billion). 


Speaking at the ceremony of the first meeting of the 
Congolese National Council of Planning, President 
Sassou-Nguesso deplored the listing of Congo among 
countries with “medium incomes.” 


Since the beginning of this year, Congo has been negoti- 
ating with the IMF and the World Bank for the resched- 
uling of its external debt, but the discussions have been 
blocked because the Congolese Government has refused 
to accept “financial constraints” imposed by the IMF, a 
reliable source in the Congolese capital disclosed. 


The debt burden and tne difficulties of debt servicing 
have considerably reduced the capacity of the Congolese 
Government to carry out its investment programs—the 
1990-1994 2zconomic and social action plan was recent 
estimated at 150 billion CFA francs (Fr 3 billion). 


Congo, Gabon, Cameroon, and Ivory Coast, are a mem- 
bers of the group of “medium-income™ African coun- 
tries. For this reason, they have not been included in the 
Brady plan or the Toronto plan, which only deal with the 
debts of the least developed countries. They have also 
not benefitted from the French debt cancellation scheme 
announced by French President Francois Mitterrand in 
Dakar at the end of the francophone summit. 


Gabon 


Envoy to France Comments on Frenchmen Arrested 


AB2610222289 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 26 Oct 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Three weeks ago, it was round in Gabon that the 
authorities had foiled a plot to assassinate President 
Omar Bongo last month. Several people were arrested, 
including high ranking Army and civil officials. The 
whole story was rather murky but yesterday some further 
details emerged when Gabon'’s ambassador in France 
addressed members of the National Assembly in Paris. 
Chris Greene has been catching up on the developments. 


[Begin recording] Gabon's ambassador in Paris, (Fran- 
cois Bonga Eboumi), confirmed yesterday that two 
Frenchmen had been among those arrested and detained 
!sst month. When I spoke to the ambassador on the 
phone this afternoon, he told me that he did not antici- 
pate any diplomatic problem between the two countries 
because his government fully accepted that the two were 
acting as individuals. He told the MPs that, in his words, 
in this affair neither France nor Fren..i interests are 
implicated. He would not, however, name the two men. 
The ambassador confirmed that all those arrested 
remained in police custody as the investigation was still 
continuing. No date has yet been set for a trial. 


I went on to ask the ambassador whether the Gabonese 
Government would request the extradition of Pierre 
Mamboundou, the international civil servant the 
Gabonese authorities have accused of organizing the 
conspiracy. 1c replied that no such request has yet been 
made. When I asked how he thought the French author- 
ities might react to an extradition demand, he told me 
that he had confidence in France's friendship and judi- 
cial procedures. [end recording] 
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Sao Tome & Principe 


No Embassies in Cuba, USSR for Economic Reasons 


AB2710110589 Paris AFP in French 1923 GMT 
26 Oct 89 


[Text] Sao Tome, 26 Oct (AFP)}—The Sao Tome min- 
ister of foreign affairs, Carlos Alberte Dias da Gracia, 
said today that the project to open his country’s embas- 
sies in the Soviet Union and Cuba has been suspended 
for economic reasons and that it will be resumed as soon 
as possible. The Sao Tome diplomat said this at the end 
of the UN General Assembly deliberations in New York. 


After meeting th: U.S. deputy secretary of state for 
African affairs, Herman Cohen, he described as “excel- 
lent” the relations between the United States of America 
and Sao Tome. Bu’ he added that the cooperatin policy 
between the two countries should be put into a more 
concrete form. On the Angolan issue, Mr da Gracia 
recalled that the purpose of the Yamoussoukro [Ivory 
Coast] meeting slated for 30 October between the Ivo- 
rian, Gabonese, Congo, and Sao Tome heads of state was 
to prepare the Libreville summit which will be attended 
by eight African heads of state. 


Zaire 


1990 Draft Budget Presented to Parliament 


AB2610115189 Dakar PANA in French 0932 GMT 
25 Oct 89 


[Text] Kinshasa, 25 Oct (AZAP/PANA)—Zairian Prime 
minister Kengo wa Dondo on Monday [23 October] 
presented the 1990 draft national budget before the 
plenary session of Parliament. 


According to this draft, the whole budget recorded a 42.7 
percent increase in expenditure for 1990. that is 
584.258.430.000 zaires ($1 is about 372 zaires) as 
against 350.071.873.954 zaires for 1989, while revenue 
recorded an increase of 68.4 percent for 1990—that is. 
554.258.430.000 ziires as against 329.071.873.954 
zaires in 1989. 


The budget deficit for 1990, according to the Zairian 
prime minister, amounts to 30 billion zaires. 


Djthouti 


Port, Maritime Affairs Minister Dies 26 Oct 
EA2610215689 Djibouti Domestic Service in Somali 
1700 GMT 26 Oct 89 


[Summary] The Djibouti minister of port and maritime 
affairs died in a Djibouti hospital at 0300 as a result of a 
jung ailment. He was buried tcday and the president of 
the Republic was among those who attended the funeral. 
The late Bourhan Ali Warki was the deputy secretary of 
the People’s Rally for Progress until his death. 


Ethiopi 


Tigray Rebels, Government To Hold Talks in Rome 


EA2710172889 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 1500 GMT 27 Oct 89 


[Excerpt] According to a Tigray People’s Liberation 
Front [TPLF] Central Commitice organizational state- 
ment, the TPLF will start pewce talks with the Workers 
Party of Ethiopia Government in Rome, Italy, on 3 
November 1989. The statement, broadcast by the Voice 
of the Tigray Revolution this morning, noted that the 
talks would be held by way of mediation by the Italian 
Government. Procedural matters would be discussed 
which would pave the way for the main (‘topic of) 
bringing about peace in Ethiopia. The statement went on 
to say that the TPLF had named the delegates chosen to 
participate in the talks. [passage omitted] 


Rebel-Held Town Bombed 


EA2710191189 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Amharic to Ethiopia 0400 GMT 
27 Oct 89 


[Excerpt] The fascist Workers Party of Ethiopia— 
WPE—of the Dergue, <listurbed by its shameful defeat 
and [words indistinct] on the (*battlefield), has. in accor- 
dance with its destroy-or-be-destroyed (?policy). per- 
sisted with its destructive acts against the people and 
country. Accordingly, Fascist WPE aircraft bombed 
Nifas Mewcha, capital of Gayizt Province in Welo 
administrative area, which was liberated by the Ethio- 
pian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front’s Opera- 
tion Torch. The raids took place on 16 and 17 October 
1989. A woman and four animals were wounded. [pas- 
sage Omitted] 


2d Welo Town Reported Bombed 


EA28 10172389 Voice of the Tigray Revolution 
in Amharic to Ethiopia 0400 GMT 28 Oct 89 


[Text] The fascist [WPE] Workers Party of Ethiopia 
system is Continuing its antipeople mission of Destroy or 
Be Destroyed, and waving the false flag of peace. On 24 
Getober 1989 it bombed the town of Amde Werk in Wag 
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Province of Welo region. The bombing lasted 30 min- 
utes. Those killed included I-year old children, a 40- 
year-old mother of four, and two other women. Twenty- 
two women and three men, including a 50-year old. were 
wounded. Two mules and a sheep were also killed. The 
report we received from the area says that 124 houses 
and their contents were destroyed. 


Shengo Emergency Session Set 
EA2910181889 Paris AFP in English 1657 GMT 
29 Oct 89 


[Text] Addis Ababa, Oct 29 (AFP}—The Central Com- 
mittee of Ethiopia's ruling Workers’ Party and the 
National Shengo, or parliament. are to convene in 
extraordinary sessions on Monday and Tuesday [30 and 
31 October], it was officially announced here Sunday. 
No reasons were given by either the party secretariat or 
the Council of State for the : sessions, but they 
seemed civarly linked to a national call for mobilization 
by President Mengistu Haile Mariam nine days ago 
against rebels of the Tigray People’s Liberation Front 
(TPLF). 


Mass rallies in support of that call have been in progress 
throughout the country over the past week. and the 
Central Committee and Parliament could approve plans 
to launch a major devastation in Wollo and Gondar 
Provinces in raids since August 31. 


The extraordinary session would be only the second for 
the Shengo which, during its first emergency meeting on 
June 5, initiated a »:*- point peace plan to end the 28-year 
civil war in Erit: ea. 


The first round of parliamentary contacts with rebels of 
the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF) ended in 
Atlania, Georgia. on September 19 under the auspices of 
Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter. A second 1s sched- 
uled for the Kenyan Capital, Nairoti, from November 
18. 


TPLF rebcis say they are due to meet with representa- 
tives of the government for similar talks in Rome in six 
days time, but there has been no word from the Ethio- 
pian authorities yet cn the subject. 


Tekle Mariam Mengistu, first party secretary for the 
South Wollo Administrative Region, on Saturday 
accused the TPLF of “terrorist” activities including 
bank robberies. widespread plunder and the killing of 
civilians in Wollo and Gondar. Mr. Tekle Mariam was 
speaking to a mass rally Saturday in Dessic. the South 
Wollo capital, which the TPLF has been threatening for 
several weeks, according to the ETHIOPIAN NEWS 
AGENCY (ENA). 


Reports last week that the town had fallen to the rebels 
were denied by Ethiopian Foreign Minister Berhanu 
Bayih in an interview with the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC). 
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Whether Parliament will opt for mobilization or decide 
in favour of the peace talks when it meets on Tuesday 
remains to be seen. in the view of observers. 


Air Raid on Mekele Reported 
E43010090789 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Amharic io Ethiopia 0400 GMT 
30 Oct 89 


[Excerpt] The violent Workers Party of Ethiopia which is 
conducting its hypocritical preaching for peace and its 
tribal and antiunity propaganda side by side has con- 
tinued its anti-people and anti-peace air raids against our 


struggling people. 


Accordingly, late on the afternoon on 27 October 1989. 
it deployed four fighter aircraft and conducted a 30- 
minute air rad over Mekele town [capital of Tigray 
region] leaving 31 compatnots ranging from children of 
| and ‘2 years to elderly people of 80 years either killed 
or wounded. In addition, 31 houses were destroyed and 
a private vehicle carrying goods damaged. [passage 
omitted} 


‘Mass Rally’ Held Against Rebels 
EA2810195489 Addis Ababa in English to Neignboring 
Countries 1530 GMT 28 Oct 89 


[Text] Mass support for the national call to pul a 
definitive end to the destructive and terrorist activities 
of the weyane [rebel] group continues to be pouring in 
from different parts of the country. In South Welo 
Administrative Region. one of the areas where the 
treacherous group has been engaged in senseless destruc- 
tion, residents of Dese and its environs today vowed to 
muvbilize all available resources towards crushing the 
enemy wath vengeance and restoring peace and stability 
with the minimum of delay. The people said at the mass 
rally that the terrorist group is responsible for not only 
the destruction of vital development infrastructures ‘ut 
also considerable bloodshed. and said they were in 
readiness to meet the challenge with firmness. 


South Africa's Tutu Arrives in Addis Ababa 


EA2710220889 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 27 Oct 89 


[Text] Archbishop Desmond Tutu. president of the 
council of the All-Africr, Conference of Churches 
{[AACC], arrived in Addis Ababa today to attend the 
council meeting to be held during the week. 


Archbishop Desmond Tutu said in a statement that in 
accordance with a resolution adopted by the AACC 
council meeting in Lome. Togo. he. the secretary of the 
council, and presidium members had been touring coun- 
tries with the aim of strengthening relations with 
member churches. Accordingly. they had so far visited 
Angola, Zaire, and Sudan. He added that during his stay 
in Ethiopia, he would hold talks on services to be 
rendered by the council. 
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He stressed that the AACC council was very keen to see 
the conflicts prevailing in many parts of Africa resolved 
peacefully. Desmond Tutu said only by making great and 
concerted efforts could the famines and wars which cost 
many lives be done away with and a stable situation 
established in Africa. He said the council would do 
everything it could toward this end. 

Referring to South Afnca, Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
said President de Kierk’s release of eight political 
leaders, including Walter Sisulu who has been in deten- 
tion for 25 years, revealed a glimmer of improvement. 
Howe-er, De Klerk’s further activities will be evaluated 
in light of the (?steps) he takes in the future. Lifting the 
state of emergency, permitting organizations to function. 
respecting individuals, and permitting those released to 
meet freely .2d participate in various activities are the 
first steps expected. Expected subsequently are the abro- 
gation of racist laws, the general elimination of racism. 
and the establishment of conditions under which all 
South Africans could live on equal terms. 


Archinshop Desmond Tutu was met on arrival in Addis 
Abaoa by Bishop Zena Marcos, asistant 1 the patnarch. 
Comrade Dr Debe Kulu Zewde, minister of coordina- 
tion of religious affairs in the council of ministers. His 
Holiness Bishop Germma. patriarch of the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church in the Sudan: and others. 


Meets With Foreign Minister 


£.42710221489 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1800 GMT 27 Oct &9 


[Text! Archbishop Desmond Tutu. who arrived in AGdis 
Ababa this morning to attend the forthcoming All-Africa 
Conferen<e of Churches Council meeting in Addis 
Ababa. held talks with the foreign minister, Comrade 
Berhanu Bayeh, at the latter's office this afternoon. 
During the talks Comrade Berhanu Baych. Politburo 
Member of the Workers Party of Ethiopia Central Com- 
mittee and foreign minister. reaffirmed Ethiopia's com- 
prehensive support for the ongoing liberation struggle in 
South Africa. He briefed Desmond Tutu on Ethiopia's 
determination to end apartheid in South Afnca and on 
Ethiopia's role on vanous forums. Inasmuch as Ethiopia 
is chairman of the U.N. Decolonization Commiutiec. 1 
would be a close observer of forthcoming Namibia 
elections to establish if they were conducted fairly. 
Comrade Berhanu explained the efforts being made to 
expand social development aid bring about peace in our 
country. de went on to say that the government would 
pursue the peace imuitiative armed at solving the civil 
strife in our country. 


Confers With Mengistu 


F.42810193089 Addis Ahaha in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 28 Oct &9 


[Text] Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam held 
talks today with the president of the All-Africa Confer- 
ence of Churches [AACC], Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
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Speaking during the meeting, the head of the Anglican 
Church in South Afnca. Archbishop Tutu, said that he 
greatly appreciated Ethiopia's strong opposition to the 
racist policy imposed on South Africans and its strong 
support for the attainment of genuine independence for 
the Africans. Ethiopia. the home of the OAV. is held in 
special respect by South Afncans not only for her firm 
position against apartheid but also for her ancient his- 
tory, said Desmond Tutu. Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
reaffirmed to Comrade President Mengistu that the 
AACC council would make every effort to eradicate war 
and racism in Africa and to bring peace and prosperity in 
place of misery and poverty. 


For his part. Comrade President Mengistu said that 
Ethopia is always ready to carry out her share of 

"sas an African country. in efforts to 
achie — . d freedom. for as long as ractsm and all 
othe . dures ©; OW CONTINENT ContiNnneE to ex:st. 


Tanzaman President Stops Over on Way Home 


EA2610223189 Addis Abaha in English to Newghboring 
Countries 1530 GMT 26 Oct 8&9 


[Text] President Ali Hassan Mwinyi of Tanzania made a 
stop in Addis Ababa today on his way home to Dar es 
Salaam after attending the Commonwealth conference 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Comrade Berhanu Baych. 
Politburo member of the WPE [Workers Party of Ethi- 
opia]} Central Committee and minister of foreign affairs. 
received Mr Mwiny: and held talks with him on existing 
relations between the two countnes. Comrade Berhanu 
briefed the Tanzanian president the prevasling situation 
in Ethiopia. Mr Mwiny: pledged that Tanzania would do 
anz*hing in its power for the success of the peace 
initiative taken by Ethiopia to solve the problem in the 
northern paris of the country. He also promised that 
Tanzania would take every opportunity to explain about 
the peace talks to other countries. 


Somalia 


SNM Forces Set Ambu-h on Berbera-Hargeysa Road 


EA2610215289 (Clandestine) Radio of the Somali 
National Movement in Somali 1500 GMT 26 Oct 89 


[Text] A report received from the Somali National 
Movement [SNM] Central Command says that 
Mohamed Al units of the | 2th Division of SNM forces. 
carned out za ambush along the Berbera Hargcysa 
Road. The report adds that the gallant SNM fighters, in 
particular the 12th Division, inflicted heavy losses on 
enemy soldiers serving the Mogadishu cannibal. They 
destroyed one armored personnel carrer and one loaded 
fuel tanker. Twelve enemy soldiers were killed during the 
ambush. Nine RPG's. including seven AK assault rifles 
{as heard] were captured from the enemy. One SNM 
soldier involved in the ambush was avartyred. 
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SPM Foreign Affairs Spokesman Interviewed 
AB2610223889 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 26 Oct &9 


[From the “Focus on Africa’ program] 


[Text] While President Siad Barre’s government in 
Somalia may seem to be beleaguered with rebel move- 
ments active in both the north and the south of the 
country, the opposition itself is split and fragmented 
with much quarrelling among different factions. In spite 
of that (Omar Mowalim). the foreign affairs spokesman 
of the newest rebel groups. the largely Ogadeni Somali 
Patnotrc Movement [SPM]. that sprang into existence im 
southern Somalia some 3 months ago. has issued an 
appeal today to all opposition groups ic get together and 
form a united front against President Siad’s regime. On 
the line to Yemen. Robin Whri> asked (Omar Mowalim) 
if he thought his appeal could succeed. 


[Begin recording} [(( Mowalim)] Well, 1 think so because I 
have had quite a number of contacts with the vanous 
movements and | thenk all of them or most of them are 
inclined that they see the reason of keeping together 
because no one single movement can free the country or 
dislodge S:ad’s regime. 

[White] Why don't you talk to Scad Barre himse!f? He 
says he 1s willing to talk to you. 


{(Mowalim)] Well. I think now we have reached a point 
where people are all disenchanted with whatever Siad 
promised and what we want to siress 1s to order in our 
situation and see how we can do otherwise without Sad. 


[White] Now, where are you suggesting that al! your 
Opposition groups might meet” 


{(Mowalim)] This 1s something to be decided by the first 
preparatory group that meet and (forthwith) to 
approach governments that are willing to host our 
meeting. It 1s not something that we can decide because 
the world is not ours. So. I think we have to first gct 
together and make our agenda and then approach 
fnendly countnes and see how they can assisi us and give 


us hospitality. 
[White] Have you asked the Kenyan Gc 


{(Mowalim)] Not ye*. because [words indistiict] are sti’ 
premature. 


[White] But when you are talking about cooperating 
together. what do you mean” Do you mean cooperating 
militaniy or politically or what exactly do you mean? 


{(Mow.ism)] Well, 1 think that thing will have to have 
two aspects One is that the military has to go on. 
because we “on't think that if the military stop there Ssad 
will ever leave the country. Another thing 1s practically 
to come up with a logical and political program as to 
whal way we want to handle Somalia afier Siad 


vent” 
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[White] Isn’t that the truth of the matter though, is that 
all you opposition movements are just destroying the 
country? At the moment you are not contributing a lot to 
its future. 


[(Mowalim)] Well, Mr Robin White, this is the way Mr 
Siad has plann.d [words indistinct]. This is the way he 
Organized and the people are beginning to realize. The 
country is all now fed up with this regime that has lasted 
so long. The fact that some people fighting in the north, 
others are fighting in the south and at the center is only 
accidental and, unfortunately, the outside world miscon- 
strues this as a tribal warfare that has no justification. 
But that is not the case. The country wants a change. Siad 
is not willing to concede that change after 20 years and a 
disastrous economic and political situation. So things 
have reached this point whereby now the people have to 
turn and see what else has to be done. [end recording] 


Tanzania 


President Mwinyi Says Economy ‘Still Bad’ 


EA2610224089 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1700 GMT 26 Oct 89 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—President Ali Hassan Mwinyi has 
said that Tanzania is continuing negotiations with the 
IMF in order to get more money that will help national 
efforts geared toward economic recovery. He said that 
the country’s economic situation was still bad given that 
our foreign exchange earnings do not cover expenditures. 
He said that foreign exchange earnings were between 
$360 million and $460 million per annum, while the 
country’s needs amounted to $1,200 million per annum. 


President Mwinyi was answering newsmen’s questions at 
Dar es Salaam international airport, shortly after his 
arrival from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, where he 
attended the Commonwealth summit. The president 
called for more efforts to boost agricultural and indus- 
trial exports in order to earn more foreign exchange. He 
said that if imports increased, the country’s revenue 
would keep falling, and the country would go on facing 
the same economic problems. 


Uganda 


President Museveni Answers Critics on Devaluation 


EA2710142589 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 27 Oct 89 


[Excerpts] President Yoweri Museveni has told the 
critics of the devaluation of the currency to realize that 
devaluation is a mere recognition of what has already 
happened through inflation. The president, who was 
taking part in the debate on the new economic measures 
announced by the government on Tuesday [24 October] 
in the National Resistance Council, reiterated that the 
new measures were announced purposely to make sure 
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that the nation sustained the economic growth which has 
been realized. He assured the house that Uganda’s 
national economy is not only growing, but it is doing so 
at a very fast rate, adding that it is one of the few 
economies in the world to register positive growth. 


The president pointed out the industrial sector, which in 
the 1986-87 financial year registered a growth of 13.9 
percent; 1987-88, 23 percent: 1988 to May 1989, 17.2 
percent; with a cumulative growth from 1986 to 89 
coming to 54.1 percent. The president also reported that 
the cumulative growth in the beverages sector in the year 
1986 to 1989 was 63 percent; food-processing registered 
a growth of 71 percent; textiles and clothing, 36 percent, 
and paint and soap 101 percent. Agricultural cereals 
realized a cumulative growth of 37.5 percent; root crops, 
17.8 percent; oil seeds 88 percent; pulses like beans 23.6 
percent; and coffee 30.3 percent. But cotton and tea 
declined by 21.9 percent and 41 percent, respectively. 


President Museveni assured the nation that inflation can 
be controlled as shown by the period between July 1988 
and January 1989, when government reduced inflation 
by 2 percent per month. He added that if this rate had 
been sustained, the country would have reduced infla- 
tion by a year 24 [no unit as heard]. He further explained 
that inflation went up again because the government had 
to give out credit to buy produce crops. 


President Museveni stressed the problems developing 
countries find themselves in, when there is little money 
in circulation yet inflation is rife at the same time. He 
explained the cause of this as being that whereas all 
transactions in developed countries are monetized, in 
the backward economies not all transactions are mone- 
tized. [passage omitted] 


President Museveni said that there has been a spate of 
armed robberies in Kampala. He noted that the robbers 
had taken advantage of the withdrawal of the NRA 
{National Resistance Army] from policing internal secu- 
rity. He however assured the House that the police is 
now adequate and vigilant to deal with such criminals 
despite a few problems. [passage omitted] 


NRC Member Resigns Over Term Extension 


AB2610205389 Dakar PANA in English 1029 GMT 
26 Oct 89 


[Text] Kampala, 26 Oct. (UNA/PANA)—A member of 
the National Resistance Council (NRC), Uganda’s legis- 
lative body, Mr. Joseph Wasswa Ziritwawula, has 
resigned from the Council and in the National Resis- 
tance Movement (NRM) administration. 


In a letter and four page report to President Yoweri 
Museveni, Ziritwawula explained that he had resigned 
with effect from October 11 following the approval by 
the NRC of the bill extending the interim period of the 
NRM Government for another five years from 26 Jan- 
uary, 1990. 
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The resignation was communicated through the clerk of 
the Council, Mr. J.M. Tandekwire. 


Tandekwire on Wednesday denied earlier rumours that 
more members had resigned. 


“I am opposed to the method of extending the term of office 
of government or renewal of its mandate by itself or by a 
state or organ, machinery or by just a representative body 
like the NRC, whether legally or constitutionally done”, 
Ziritwawula said in his letter to Museveni. 
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On 11 October 1989, the Democratic Party (DP) also 
opposed the extension of the tenure of the NRM goverr- 
ment. 


In a letter to President Museveni, and signed by the 
party’s secretary general Mr. Robert Kitariko, the party 
said the reasons given for the extension would not serve 
the cause of democracy or help to promote lasting 
political stability. 
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Reportage on 29 Oct Soweto Welcoming Rally 


Police: ‘Aware’ of Threats 
MB2710141389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1358 GMT 27 Oct 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 27 SAPA—The police are 
aware of a threat by rightwing fanatics to unleash vio- 
lence by opening fire at Sunday’s [29 October] rally by 
ANC leaders and have anticipated such a possibility in 
their contingency plans for the event. 


The head of the SA [South African] police public rela- 
tions division, general Herman Stadler, was responding 
to a claims by the alleged leaders of an organisation 
called the Gemeente van die Verbondsvolk [Congrega- 
tion of the People of the Covenant] that they would 
shoot someone at the rally in an attempt to create a 
bloodbath. 


Gen Stadler said the police would monitor the rally 
closely and had taken cognisance of the threats allegedly 
made by the group. Threats such as these, however, were 
anticipated and formed part of the assessment of pos- 
sible events with which the police would have to cope. 


He said contingency planning and prevention were 
adapted accordingly. 


The two anonymous men told the Afrikaans weekly 
newspaper VRYE WEEKBLAD that they had a plan to 
turn South Africa into a bloodbath. The strategy which 
they claim have planned to the finest detail entails 
shooting a black person at the rally, thereby creating 
violence. 


“We have already marched with the masses (in the 
recent protest marches) and have experienced the emo- 
tion that exists in these demonstrations. 


“Can you imagine what would happen if a black man 
(kaffer) was cut down by a bullet from a white man’s 
pistol,” one of the men told the newspaper. 


Rally Previewed 


MB2710191089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1850 GMT 27 Oct 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 27 SAPA—More than 300 
buses will ferry supporters from Natal, the Cape, 
northern Transvaal and eastern Transvaal, among other 
areas, to Soweto on Sunday [29 October] to attend the 
welcoming rally for the seven freed ANC [African 
National Congress] prisoners. 


More than 1000 people are actively involved in the 
organisations of the rally to be held at First National 
Stadium in Soweto on Surday. 


Seven hundred marshals, who wil! be manning the gates 
and checking the credentials of those attending, have 
been put on “red alert” in view of a reported right-wing 
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threat to kill one of the freed ANC leaders, a COSATU 
[Congress of South African Trade Union] spokesman 
said on Friday night. 


Two anonymous men told the Afrikaans weekly news- 
paper VRYE WEEKBLAD they had a plan to create a 
bloodbath in South Africa. 


Senior SAP [South African Police] spokesman General 
Herman Stadler said police were aware of the threats, 
and contingency plans had already been formulated to 
deal with such an incident. 


Meanwhile, regional members of the National Reception 
Committee have arranged with PUTCO [Public Utility 
Transport Corporation] to bus in thousands of sup- 
porters on the Witwatersrand to the rally. 


More than 100 dipiomats have also been invited to 
attend the rally, said Murphy Morobe, joint chairperson 
of the National Reception Committee (NRC). 


Former ANC Secretary General Walter Sisulu will make 
the keynote address at what several posters now pro- 
claim as an ANC rally. 


He will address major issues, including the immediate 
elimination of apartheid, the unbanning of the ANC, the 
release of all political prisoners and the role of umkhonto 
we sizwe [Spear of the Nation—ANC military wing}, 
sanctions, protests and the bid to forge a democracy in a 
unitary South Africa with one-man, one-vote. 


The Black Consciousness Movement said at a news 
conference of Thursday [26 October] iis presence at the 
rally was in line with its desire to promote unity in South 
Africa. 


“The imprisonment of the ANC leadership and the 
banning of the ANC and the Pan Africanist Congress 
[PAC] in 1960 gave birth to black consciousness,” said 
Muntu Myeza, spokesman for the Black Consciousness 
Movement. 


While many anii-apartheid groups will be attending the 
rally, PAC will not. 


“Mr Jafta Masemola (the eighth security prisoner 
released along with Mr Sisulu and others on Oct 25) has 
not been invited to address the rally,” Benny Alexander, 
publicity and information secretary for the Pan- 
Africanist Movement told SAPA on Friday night. 


He said this might be because the ANC wanted their 
addresses to make a particular political statement. 


“Mr Masemola’s presence, let alone an address to the 
rally, may have made a political statement that did not 
coincide with that made by ANC leadership.” said Mr 
Alexander. 


He said PAC had already indicated a willingness to work 
towards unity in terms of the “struggle”’. 
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The joint chairpersons of the NRC, Mr Ramaphosa, 
general secretary of the National Union of Mineworkers. 
and Mr Morobe, publicity secretary for the Mass Dem- 
ocratic Movement [MDM], will introduce the four ANC 


speakers. 


They are: Raymond Mhiaba, Ahmed Kathrada, Govan 
Mbeki and Walter Sisulu. 


While the rally is ostensibly a welcoming home event for 
the seven ANC lead-rs released two weeks ago, and their 
comrade Govan Mbeki who was released earlier, it was 
also offer an occasion for the leaders to communicate to 
their followers their politica platform for fundamental 
constitutional change in South Africa. 


“If the government interferes with the rally, it will be 
clear evidence that the release of the ANC leaders is not 
unconditional, but that the leaders have been released 
with invisible restrictions,” said Mr Ramaphosa at a 
press conference on Friday. 


He added “unconditional release” can only mean the 
leaders are free to speak to their people. 


Mr Ramaphosa said the NRC was conceed about the 
alleged “hysteria” which Law and Order Minister 
Adriaan Vliok’s “dramatic and exaggerated warnings” 
about violence was whipping up. 


(This) will be used as an excuse to have a heavy police 
presence, and to create a situation of confrontation,”” Mr 
Ramaphosa claimed. 


But the NRC hoped this would not occur. He added so 
far the police had been cooperative about the arrange- 
ments for the rally, and had agreed not to fly helicopters 
overhead during the speeches. 


Mr Ramaphosa appealed to the media to also refrain 
from making use of helicopters or light aircraft, as this 
would he said make it difficult for everyone to hear what 
was being said. 


A statement from the NRC exhorted the people 
attending the rally to continue to observe a sense of 
discipline and so make it easier for the marshals, who 
have being drawn from the ranks of the MDM, to ensure 
the smooth running of the occasion. 


Rally Forms; Sisulu To Speak 
MB2910064089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0623 GMT 29 Oct 89 


[By Joan Fubbs and Neil Lewis] 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 29 SAPA—More than 6,000 
people arrived early Sunday at the First National Sta- 
dium in Johannesburg, where a welcoming rally for eight 
ANC [African National Congress] stalwarts—seven of 
whom were released two weeks ago—is Set to begin. 
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The rapidly-growing crowd—the organisers expect more 
than 80,000 people—is currently singing and “toyi- 
toying” on the pitch. Stalls are being set up to sell a host 
of T-shirts and other items in the ANC colours. 


Disciplined marshals are shepherding the scores of taxis, 
buses and private vehicles into the huge parking area. 
More than 50 buses are lined up side-by-side. 


Traffic on the Oberholzer Highway leading into the city 
has slowed down considerably as buses from as far as 
Emphangeni in northern Natal form a phalanx to take 
the turn-off to the stadium. 


The press room at FNB Stadium its chaotic as journalists 
vie for strategic positions. Many spent the night on the 
floor in a bid to maintain their space. 


Although the rally has not been billed as an ANC event, 
the exiled organisation's colours are evident with the 
throng holding alofi banners and wearing the black, 
green and gold colours most associated with the move- 
ment. 


Mr Walter Sisulu, former ANC secretary-general, will 
take the rostrum at 1:30pm and is expected to give the 
ANC’s official stance on the tentative moves by Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk to get the “Great Indaba” off the 


ground. 


The rally is scheduled to end Sunday evening with a 
music festival. 


Welcoming Rally Begins 


MB2910085389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0804 GMT 29 Oct 89 


{By Neil Lewis and Joan Fubbs] 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 29 SAPA—A large ANC 
[African National Congress] flag flew at full mast Sunday 
morning as thousands of chanting and singing people 
continued to pour into the First National Bank soccer 
stadium on the outskirts of Johannesburg. 


The huge ANC flag formed the backdrop to about 30,000 
people who were gathered at the stadium by 9:40am. A 
South African Communist Party banner also flanked the 


stage. 


ANC colours draped the large podium. Around the 
stadium, sections of the crowd held aloft various banners 
including “ANC Lives, ANC leads”, as well as those of 
the South African Communist Party, COSATU [Con- 
gress of South African Trade Unions], the Federation of 
South African Women and various affiliates of 
COSATU. 


Cultural activities have also begun with female dancers 
taking the stage for a one-hour performance to enthusi- 
astic cheers from the throng. 


To loud chants of “Viva ANC. Viva our leaders”, a 
speaker told the crowd the black people of the country 
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did not want reforms. “Africa weeps for our country. We 
not not want reforms. We want to kill apartheid. We 
want freedom,” said the speaker. 


She continued that the ANC today was a household word 
and they therefore wanted all their leaders back. 
including those from Lusaka. 


The COSATU cultural choir then took the stage for half 
an hour. 


Control is tight at the stadium. Marshalls wearing green 
armbands are maintaining a constant flow of traffic and 
conducting body searches on everyone entering the com- 


plex. 


The eight ANC leaders scheduled to address the crowd 
have not yet arrived. 


Police ‘Make Their Presence Felt’ 


MB2910094 189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0929 GMT 29 Oct 89 


[By Neil Lewis] 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 29 SAPA—As thousands of 
black and white South Africans continued to gather on 
Sunday at the First National Bank stadium, just outside 
Soweto, for the welcoming rally for eight senior ANC 
[African National Congress] men, the police began to 
make their presence felt. 


A police helicopter, with the crew apparently filming 
events, was booed and hissed as it circled above the 
stadium. Outside, one saracen circled the stadium, but 
no incidents took place. 


Inside, the crowd has swelled to about 50,000 and is 
expected to increase to over the 87,000 the venue can 
hold officially. 


A large number of buses, backed up like a kilometre-long 
centipede, are still waiting to unload their passengers. 
marshals are having difficulty coping with the inflow of 
people, especially at the many entrances where body 
searches are being conducted, but tension is absent. 


Hawkers are doing a roaring trade, selling T-shirts, cool 
drinks and food. 


The contrast at the stadium is also stark—amid the 
thousands of banners proclaiming socialism and showing 
support for the South African Communist Party, are 
several advertisement boards from major companies, 
including First National Bank and a parastatal. 


Only one these corporate boards has a flag draped over 
it. The others gleam in the sun. Cultural activities such as 
music and poetry-reading are keeping the crowd 
chanting and singing. 
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‘De Facto Unbanning of ANC’ Seen 


MB2910103989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1037 GMT 29 Oct 89 


[By Neil Oelofse] 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 29 SAPA—A toy rifle-carrying 
marshal wearing a T-shirt calling for the unbanning of 
the ANC [African National Congress] and waving the 
“banned” organisation's flag, directed traffic, including 
a yellow police van, towards parking outside Soccer 
City—the scene of one of the biggest rallies in South 
Africa. 


Inside the stadium, awash with the ANC’s yellow, green 
and black, “people’s poet” Mzwaki Mbuli recited to an 
approving and growing crowd of about 50,000. Almost 
every speaker who addressed the crowd opened with the 
call: “Viva ANC”, and thousands of ANC shirts, posters 
and stickers were on display. 


To all involved the rally appeared to represent the de 
facto unbanning of the ANC, despite Law and Order 
Minister Adriaan Viok'’s pronouncements during the 
week that the ANC remained banned and that police 
would act if the aims of the organisation were pro- 
moted—illegal in terms of the Internal Security Act—at 
the rally. 


After Mbuli, a choir singing praises of the ANC, 
including the optimistic line: “When the ANC takes 
over....” broadcast their message over the giant public 
address system provided for the occasion. 


8 ANC Leaders Arrive 


MB2910105289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1048 GMT 29 Oct 89 


[By Neil Lewis] 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 29 SAPA—The eight ANC 
{African National Congress] leaders arrived at Soccer 
City, just outside Soweto, to tumultuous chanting, 
applause, singing and ululating from a crowd that has 
swelled to about 75,000 in the last hour. 


The stadium shook as thousands stomped their feet 
when the eight men, preceded by a phalanx of body- 
guards dressed in khaki uniforms, strode across the pitch 
to the stadium. 


Led by Mr Walter Sisulu, dressed in a grey suit, the ANC 
stalwarts walked around the entire pitch, waving and 
smiling at the thousands of supporters. 


Diplomats Arrive at Rally 


MB2910111889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1116 GMT 29 Oct 89 


[By Joan Fubbs] 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 29 SAPA—Diplomats repre- 
senting 15 embassies have arrived at Soccer City outside 
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Soweto to hear the ANC [African National Congress] 
leaders’ message to South Africa. 


French Ambassador Mr Jacques Dupont said the fact 
that the South African Government had given the green 
light to the rally was a step in the right direction. 


First secretary of the German Embassy, Mr Andreas 
Zobel, said: ““We have come here to witness an historic 
even and one which will point the way to further major 
developments in the process of change in South Africa.” 


The British Embassy, represented by Mr Norman Ling, 
acting consul general, said the opportunity for the ANC 
leadership to speak to their people was long overdue and 
allowing the rally on Sunday was a welcome move on the 
part of the government. 


Mr A. Christian, Austrian ambassador, who was accom- 
panied by two of his senior sta‘f, said: “For too long the 
opinions of the black people have been stifled in South 
Africa and the restrictions on their leaders a clamp on 
the full expression of various political movements, par- 
ticularly the ANC.” 


The Netherlands Embassy said the rally would probably 
provide the government with an idea of the support for 
the ANC and also the way in which ihe rally was run 
would show the government how disciplined the 
oppressed people were in their demands. Mr R.B. van de 
Gaag, second secretary at the Netherlands Embassy, said 
he was expressing the views of his government. 


‘Thousands’ Attend 
MB2910115089 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 29 Oct 89 


[Text] Our Johannesburg news staff reports that thou- 
sands of people have turned up at Johannesburg's First 
National Bank Stadium to attend a major rally to wel- 
come seven ANC [African National Congress] leaders 
who were released recently. 


The rally began at 0900 this morning with cultural events 
such as music, traditional dances, and poetry. 


By 1000 this morning, more than 150 buses from far and 
wide had already arrived at the stadium. 


It’s reported that the diplomatic representatives of sev- 
eral countries were invited to attend the rally and no 
incidents have been reported. 


It is expected that the former ANC secretary general, Mr 
Walter Sisulu, and three other former security detainees, 
Mr Raymond Mashlaba, Mr Ahmed Kathrada, and Mr 
Govan Mbeki will address the crowd this afternoon. 


Sisulu: Armed Struggle To Continue 
MB2910135089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1347 GMT 29 Oct 89 


[Text] Johannesburg, Oct 29, SAPA—Former ANC 
[African National Congress] Secretary General Mr 
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Walter Sisulu, who spent 25 years in jail for organising 
armed resistance against the South African Government, 
on Sunday told 85,000 people there could be no question 
of the exiled organisation unilaterally abandoning the 
armed struggle. 


However, if a climate was created by the F.W. de Klerk 
administration by releasing political prisoners and 
detainees unconditionally, unbanning all political organ- 
isations, removing troops from the townships, ending the 
state of emergency and ceasing all political trials and 
executions, the ANC would be prepared to discuss the 
suspension of hostilities on both sides. 


However, Mr Sisulu said the ANC could see no clear 
indication that the government was serious about nego- 
tiations. “All their utterances are vague.” 


The government, he continued, was talking about ethnic 
elections to choose leaders of the black leader. This was 
unacceptable. 


“We are looking forward to the election of a constituent 
assembly elected on the basis of universal adult fran- 
chise. 


“This is where the true representatives of the people will 
discuss the future. If the government is serious about a 
permanent and lasting solution, they will agree to this 
logical step.” 


He said their duty, in the meantime, was to intensify the 
liberation struggle “‘until we are able to get the regime to 
discuss the issue of the normalisation of the situation in 
South Africa.” 


“At this stage, we cannot relax on the basis of mere 
statements.” 


The former treason irialist pointed the way forward for 
further action when he said the people should concen- 
trate on building mass organisations and working class 
leadership with the broadest range of apartheid oppo- 
nents. 


“The defiance campaign must continue. We cannot wait 
on the government to make changes at its own pa:e.” 


He also called on traditional leaders, “our white brothers 
and sisters” and those in government-created structures, 
to join the ANC in the struggle for democracy. 


Mr Sisulu also called for the intensification of sanctions 
by the international community. 


“Friends of the apartheid government argue that sanc- 
tions would result in black workers losing their jobs. We 
say it is the abnormal situation in this country which 
produces such results.” 


He said sanctions were to a very large extent responsible 
for making the authorities responsive to the demands of 
the people. South Africa, he ventured, was facing a deep 
and irreversible crisis. 
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“All (government) political strategies of reforming apart- 
heid have failed dismally. Corruption and scandals 
plague the ruling class. The Bantustans are areas of 
instability. The tri-cameral system is in disgrace. Brutal 
apartheid repression under successive states of emer- 
gericy has failed to dent the spirit of resistance amongst 


our people.” 


Mr Sisulu charged that the disastrous policies of succes- 
sive NP [National Party] governments had also resultzd 
in economic chaos. “Spiralling inflation is the order of 
the day,” he said. 


Dealing with the Natal violence, the ANC leader 
described the carnage as a blot on the struggle for 
liberation, and said “the evil hand of apartheid was 
behind it.” Nevertheless, he called on COSATU [Con- 
gress of South African Trade Unions], the UDF [United 
Democratic Front] and Inkatha to continue attempts at 
peace. 


Earlier in the day, former Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of 
the Nation—-ANC Military Wing] commander, Mr Ray- 
mond Mhlaba echoed his colleague’s sentiments when he 
said the ANC had embarked on ihe armed struggle only 
after their peaceful attempts to get apartheid scrapped 
were rejected by those in power. 


During the speeches, the thousands of people repeatedly 
chanted “amandla awethu”™ [power to the people] and 
“Viva ANC, viva.” 


Kathrada Addresses Rally 


MB2910145589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1449 GMT 29 Oct 89 


[Text] Johannesburg, Oct 29, SAPA—ANC [African 
National Congress] leader and member of the South 
African Communist Party, Mr Ahmed Kathrada. 
Sunday slammed the concept of “group” rights, saying it 
was part of a devious philosophy that separated black 
people on ethnic lines, but limped together whites in one 
group. 


“| have a message for the white people, especially the 
Afrikaners. If you rely on so-called group rights, your 
future happiness and that of your children cannot be 
guaranteed. Group rights is a National Party [NP] and 
safety does not lie there. 


“The only guarantee is individual human right. That is 
what the ANC stands for,” said Mr Kathrada. 


Mr Kathrada continued that the black people of the 
country called on the NP to show genuine remorse for 
the policy of apartheid crated by Dr D.F. Malan and the 
broederbond. 


“We are waiting for them to apologise to the people of 
South Africa for the hardship and cruelty they have 
perpetrated on South Africa. 
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“The government is playing a dangerous game by cre- 
ating the illusion that a wild black mass is waiting to 
drive all whites into the sea. Their behaviour creates 
obstacles in the path of peace.” said the ANC stalwart. 


ANC Leaders Depart Soweto Rally 


MB2910153589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1522 GMT 29 Oct 89 


[Text] Johannesburg, Oct 29, SAPA—The crowd stood 
and sang, chanted and whistled when eight ANC leaders 
waved them during a lap of honour before leaving the 
mass rally at Soweto’s Soccer City on Sunday. 


Although “cultural activities” were to carry on after the 
leaders’ departure, the crowd was asked to behave in an 
orderly manner when they too left the stadium. 


An announcement broadcast to the crowd asked them 
not to march on the streets or when they arrived in the 
townships. 


They were also not to respond to provocation by police 
outside the stadium. 


“Don’t give the enemy an excuse to take action and later 
blame us,” the speaker said. 


Message From Oliver Tambo Read 


MB2910184689 Johannesburg SPA in English 
1840 GMT 29 Oct 89 


[Excerpts] Johannesburg, Oct 29, SAPA—South Africa's 
newest and biggest football stadium was awash with the 
banned African National Congress’ [ANC] colours on 
Saturday [as received] when about 85.000 supporters 
from all over South Africa flocked to a rally to hear their 
leaders speak publically for the first time in decades. 


Officially the rally was organised to welcome seven ANC 
leaders home after their release from jail earlier this 
month. 


Permission to stage the event was granted by Johannes- 
burg’s chief magistrate on the condition that no laws 
were broken. 


However, to all involved the occasion appeared to rep- 
resent the de facto unbanning of the ANC, despite Law 
and Order Minister Adriaan Vlok’s pronouncements 
during the week that the ANC remained banned and that 
police would act if the aims of the organisation were 
promoted—illegal in terms of ihe Internal Security Act. 


One of the ANC leaders, former Secretary General 
Walter Sisulu. who spent 25 years in jail for organising 
armed resistance against the government. told the crowd 
there was no way the ANC would unilaterally abandon 
the armed struggle. 
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Despite the obvious contravention of several laws, there 
were no incidents. A handful of uniformed policemen 
outside the stadium watched as people streamed in and a 
helicopter hummed over the arena on a few occasions. 


[passage omitted] 


One of the laws broken was the quoting of exiled ANC 
President Oliver Tambo. In a message read by the Mass 
Democratic Movement’s Publicity Chief Murphy 
Morobe, Mr Tambo offered State President F.W. de 
Klerk a place among South Africa’s peacemakers pro- 
vided he accepted the ANC’s tenns for peace embodied 
in the Harare declaration. 


If Mr de Klerk on the other hand continued to entertain 
the illusion that he could maintain apartheid through 
force, he would disappear forever into the deep mists of 
history with the criminal system he had sought to 
defend, Mr Morobe said. [passage omitted] 


Rally organisers side-stepped restrictions placed on Mr 
Govan Mbeki, the ANC leader who was released last 
year, by reading to the crowd “whai he would have said.” 


In terms of the restrictions, Mr Mbeki may not address a 
public meeting. He may also not leave the magisterial 
district of Port Elizabeth, but permission was granted for 
him to travel to Johannesburg for the rally. 


Mr Mbeki did however take the opportunity to briefly 
address the crowd to “send greetings.” [passage omitted] 


Prominent activists, including veteran anti-apartheid 
campaigner Helen Joseph, Nelson Mandela’s wife Win- 
nie, Mr Sisulu’s wife Albertina, South African national 
Youth Congress President Peter Mokaba, and several 
trade union leaders were present on the stage but did not 
deliver speeches. 


Other members of the ANC who were released recently 
all took their turn to address the rally. 


Raymond Mhiaba said the ANC’s armed struggle had 
taken the form of guerrilla warfare because the organi- 
sation’s military wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe, was “rela- 
tively weak at this stage’’ when compared to the govern- 
ment’s efficient and modern army. Mr Mhlaba is a 
former Umkhonto commander. 


Ahmed Kathrada slammed Mr de Klerk’s concept of 
“group rights,” saying it was part of a devious philos- 
ophy that separated black people on ethnic lines, but 
lumped together whites in one group. [passage omitted] 


He denied that it was ANC policy to drive all the whites 
into the sea or to ban the Afrikaans language when it 
came into power. 


“The government is playing a dangerous game by cre- 
ating the illusion that a wild black mass is waiting to 
drive all whites into the sea. Their behaviour creates 
obstacles in the path of peace.” 
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Further cn Kathrada Remarks 


MB2910202689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2019 GMT 29 Oct 89 


[Warning editors’—SAPA advisory] 


[Text] Johannesburg, Oct 29, SAPA—The greatest 
danger facing South Africans was not the black people or 
the African national congress [ANC] or the South 
African Communist Party, but apartheid and its disci- 
ples, said ANC political mentor Mr Ahmed Kathrada at 
the rally in Soccer City on Sunday. 


“We challenge the racist regime to cite a single resolution 
or policy document in its (ANC) 77-year history which 
could by any stretch of the imagination be construed as 
racist or which could be regarded as threatening to the 
lives or cultural interests of any section of the South 
African population,” said Mr Kathrada. 


He said the mass extermination of the Jews in Auschwitz 
and other concentration camps during the Second World 
War lived on in the evils of racialism which dominated 
every aspect of South African life. 


It was disappointing that 27 years later, even after the 
Soweto uprising of 1976 and other massive anti-racist 
events, racialism was still firmly entrenched in South 
Africa, he said. 


Mr Kathrada hit out at the apartheid legislation and said 
the reform promises made by State President Mr F.W. de 
Klerk were founded on a history of broken Nationalist 
Party [NP] promises. 


He said instead of the government agreeing to the ANC 
demands of a universal franchise, they are talking about 
some sort of “mythical dispensation where there will 
supposedly be no domination by one so-called race group 
by another.” 


He said the fears of the whites had been fueled by the 
government's programme of apartheid indoctrination 
and the unfounded believe that the ANC stood for black 
majority rule. 


“The ANC has never advocated black majority rule: The 
policy of the ANC has always been and still remains 
majority rule, which means rule by people who accept its 
policies. 


“They could be all black, or mixed, or even all white,” 
said Mr Kathrada. 


He said the sort of government that would emerge under 
ANC policies would be one where colour played no part, 
and where the services of the best people would be 
invoked in the service of their country. 


Mr Kathrada said the ANC leadership had no illusions 
of the task uiicad. 


The indoctrination—which had begun when Van Rie- 
beek planted a hedge to prevent the indigenous people of 
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South Africa from entering a portion of the Cape which 
had been proclaimed white territory—had imbued the 
Afrikaner with a sense of mission. 


“An Afrikaner historian observed that the Afrikaners 
observed history as a struggle against nature, natives and 
imperialism,” he said. 


Mr Kathrada said the endorsement of selected passages 
from the Bible had added to the Afrikaner conviction 
that theirs was a divine calling to remain a separate 
nation. He said that over the years biblical references 
taken out of context had been used to buttress white 
domination of the blacks. 


“The realities of history coupled with natural biological 
forces have made it impossible for them to realise their 
dream of preserving the purity of their blood. 


“Every white child...will know about Simon van der 
Stel...but what the average white child will not be told, 
and what their politicians conveniently forget, is that 
Simon van der Stel was not a white man,” claimed 
Kathrada. 


He said in today’s tricameral Parliament many of South 
Africa’s revered historical figures would find families 
split racially, represented in difference houses of Parlia- 
ment. 


But in spite of repression and torture, the ANC had 
maintained its policy of non-racialism, said the ANC 
stalwart. 


The days had gone when the NP could control the 
thoughts of Afrikaners and “enjoy submission from their 
blinkered volk [people]”’. 


However, added Mr Kathrada: “I do not wish...to give 
the impression that the mushrooming of white political 
groupings to the right and more especially to the left of 
the Nationalist Party has automatically gained us allies 
in the struggle. 


“After we exclude the active but relatively small white 
groupings such as JODAC [Johannesburg Democratic 
Action Committee], the Cape Democrats, NUSAS 
{National Union of Students of South Africa], the End 
Conscription Campaign and the Black Sash, not a single 
one of the white political parties comes anywhere near to 
accepting the type of society we envisage in a free and 
non-racial democratic South Africa.” 


But he acknowledged that the fragmentation of white 
politics had produced a weaker enemy for the liberation 
movement to fight against. 


Mr Kathrada praised the moves of the Afrikaner groups 
which had made contact with the ANC to learn more 
about its policies and who had courageously reported 
back on such missions. 


He selected a South African writer, Antjie Krog, whom 
he said illustrated this new breed of Afrikaner. Her 
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poem, written in her matric year had, he said, inspired 
him during his days on Robben Island. 


“Build me a land where skin colour does not count, 
where no goat face in parliament can keep things perma- 
nently verkrampt [ultraconservative].” (the goat face 
being Albert Hertzog). 


He praised said her subsequent contact with the cultural 
section of the ANC and the zeal with which she and her 
colleagues spread a better understanding of the ANC. 


“She (and her colleagues) have given the ANC leadership 
renewed hope and confidence that we are going to 
succeed in removing the fears and doubts and the 
suspicions that engulf Afrikaans South Africans in par- 
ticular,” Mr Kathrada said. 


Mr Kathrada exhorted white South Africans to preserve 
and propagate the best in the culturai heritage they 
shared with the black compatriots. 


“We wish to convey to them...that this cannot be done by 
placing reliance on concepts such as the so-called group 
rights and group guarantees that are being peddled by the 
regime (NP government) and its supporters,” Mr Kath- 
rada stated to deafening cries of agreement from the 
more than 80,000 people at the rally. 


De Klerk Concedes to ‘Much’ Emergency Criticism 


MB2710115189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1139 GMT 27 Oct 89 


[Text] Johannesburg, Oct 27, SAPA—State President 
F.W. de Klerk said on Friday the state of emergency and 
other measures could not be accepted as permanent and 
that they should be withdrawn as soon as circumstances 
allowed, SABC [South African Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion] radio news reports. Addressing the Transvaal Law 
Society at Sandton, Mr de Klerk said the government 
was aware that much of the criticism of the state of 
emergency could not be disputed, although the situation 
should be seen in its entirety. 


The government was committed to renewal and dispen- 
sation which would give no section of the community 
reason to act in such a way as to make emergency 
measures necessary. 


Mr de Klerk further said the country’s civil procedural 
law did not meet all requirements and that many changes 
were needed. 


These were necessary to advance the status of the legal 
system and to bring affordable litigation and easy access 
to the courts within the grasp of everyone. 


He said the South African legal system had been sub- 
jected to an all-out assault and that much of the criticism 
was false and unfair. 
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Pik Botha Denies Israeli Missile Link 
MB2710114289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1114 GMT 27 Oct 89 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 27 SAPA—A spokesman for the 
Department of Defence in Pretoria on Friday dismissed 
suggestions of co-operation between South Africa and 
other countries in the nuclear arms field. 


He said the aim of arms research was to advance South 
Africa’s own military technology. 


And the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said 
on Friday he “bore no knowledge” of alleged co- 
operation between Israel and South Africa in the 
building of a South African nuclear missile. 


Mr Botha denied reports that he had declined to com- 
ment on the story that Israel was helping South Africa 
build a nuclear missile. 


“The minister bears no knowledge of such co- 
operation,” was the wording of Mr Botha’s statement on 
the matter. 


Pik Botha Rejects Soviet Offer on Internal Talks 


MB2710130689 Gaborone Domestic Service 
in English 1110 GMT 27 Oct 89 


[Text] The South African foreign minister, Pik Botha, 
has rejected a Soviet offer to arrange talks between 
Pretoria and black nationalists but said that Moscow 


could play a positive role in promoting peace. 


Mr Botha was reacting to a radio interview given y+ s- 
terday by Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Ap~.oliy 
Adamishin, who said Moscow was ready to help bring 
the African National Congress and Pretoria to the nego- 
tiating table. 


Mr Botha said that the South Africa Government con- 
sidered it essential that the country’s problems should be 
solved by South Africans themselves and for that reason 
an intermediary need not be used. He said it did not 
mean that a superpower like the Soviet Union could not 
play a positive role. 


Commentary Welcomes Soviet Approach to Problems 


MB2710125189 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 27 Oct 89 


[Station commentary: “ANC Violence”] 


[Text] There have been growing signs in recent months 
that the ANC [African National Congress] is coming 
under pressure to abandon its strategy of terrorist vio- 
lence and to support negotiations on South Africa's 
future. 


In Kuala Lumpur last week, Britain’s foreign secretary. 
Mr John Major, confirmed that his government's policy 
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was unchanged when he refused to meet an ANC repre- 
sentative who was not prepared to state his opposition to 
violence. Now, the Soviet Union has indicated that its 
policy reassessments on Africa include the question of 
the of the ANC’s role in South Africa. Recently, the 
Soviet deputy foreign minister, Mr Anatoliy Adamishin, 
admitted publicly that the Soviet Union had made 
serious policy errors and acted counterproductively 
toward African countries in the past. And in an interview 
with Radio RSA [Republic of South Africa] in Paris this 
week, he said his government now favored a peaceful 
solution of South African problems through negotiation. 


The new Soviet standpoint is especially significant since 
it is by far the most important backer of the ANC, which 
also receives virtually all its terrorist weapons from the 
Soviet Union. The ANC depends on continued Soviet 
support in order to function at all as a viable organiza- 
tion. A strong stand by Moscow against violence and in 
favor of peaceful negotiations in South Africa may 
therefore be presumed to place the terrorist movement 
under increasing pressure in the future. 


This would be welcomed by all South Africans, regard- 
less of color, who would like to see their country’s 


problems resolved through peaceful negotiation among 
leaders of all communities. 


Commentary: Government's Economic Moves ‘Crucial’ 


MB3010053089 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 30 Oct 89 


{Station commentary] 


[Text] A major signal to government from the recent 
general election was that voters expected it to come to 
grips with economic problems that were creating 
increasing difficulties for ordinary people. 


Keynote speeches during the past week indicate that the 
message has got home. We cannot waste time on this, the 
State president told a conference in Johannesburg. 


Addressing priorities to be met, he committed his gov- 
ernment to measures aimed at higher economic growth, 
lower unemployment, and lower inflation. 


To achieve those goals, the next few years will have to 
bring decisive action on various critical factors under- 
lying today’s economic problems. In particular, there 
will have to be what Mr F.W. de Klerk called a much- 
needed realignment of the roles of the public and private 
sector. Government's large role in the economy, a potent 
cause of general economic underachievement, will have 
to be reduced. 


Since the early 70's, the public sector's takeover of 
economic activity has grown so strongly thai in the 15 
years to 1984 it appropriated nearly two-thirds of all 
fixed investment in the economy. Since government is, 
by definition. less focused on economic profitability 
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than the private sector, the productivity of capital invest- 
ment declined disastrously. The capital productivity that 
had been maintained for 25 years, to 1972. fell by more 
than half in the ensuing period to 1985. 


The country has had to apply more capital—its scarcest 
resource—for less output. The efficiency of the economy 
as a whole and, hence, the national income it was capable 
of producing. deteriorated and did so at a time when 
government was having to tax an increasing share of that 
income for its own growing needs. 


Reducing government's role goes hand in hand with 
proportionately reduced government spending. Hopes of 
lowering taxation, excessive government borrowing, and 
inflation are essentially dependent on the extent to 
which the government deals with both the level and the 
nature of its present expenditure. 


Achieving these aims is, in its turn, dependent on how 
thoroughly the government implements a variety of 
initiatives in its economic policy. They include privati- 
sation and deregulation. Reference has been made to the 
need for an intensive evaluation of what functions are 
appropria<ce for the government to fulfill and to the 
management techniques that are applied to the public 
sector. There is a need for coordinating such activities 
with an industrial policy that makes investment more 
attractive in rapid growth and export promoting sectors. 


Meeting South Africa’s economic priorities cannot be 
done with quick fix solutions, nor will it necessarily be 
painless in the early stages. But, the necessary steps will 
have to be taken if the country is to regain its strong 
growth potential and provide increasing employment 
and income in a stable financial climate. 


The government has shown that it knows what needs to 
be done. The action it takes in the next few years will be 
crucial for success. 


27 Oct Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB2710170289 


[Editorial Report] 
THE CITIZEN 


CP Must Clarify Stand on Right-Wing Violence—“The 
Conservative Party's [CP] angry reaction to the release 
of security prisoners and the permission given for protest 
marches was to be expected,” claims a page 6 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English headlined “No 
Violence!” “It cannot accept that Whites are heavily 
outnumbered and the Black masses will no longer accept 
subservience and second-class status.” “It believes that :t 
is better to be poor than to have a future in which the 
Black man has political rights.” “Although the CP did 
not do as well as it had expected in the general election. 
we do not under-estimate its ability to attract insecure 
Whites in greater and greater numbers.” Although the 
CP did not make it clear at its Transvaal Congress just 
how the “Afrikaner volk [people] would defend itself in 
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light of President F.W. de Klerk releasing the “powers of 
revoluticn’ upon the Afmkaner™ population, “South 
Africa cannot afford, or tolerate, a race conflict, and the 
CP should make it clear unequivocally that i is against 
violence from the Right. including hotheads in its own 
party.” “The future of this country must be decided 
peacefully—and White as well as Black extremists 
should understand this.” 


THE STAR 


Government Avoids “Own Affairs Rubicon’ on School—A 
page | 2 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
on 27 October says President F.W. de Klerk faces “a 
simpie and easily resolved test™ by opening the all white 
Johannesburg School for Girls, facing imminent closure 
because of low enrollment, to all races. “But...white State 
schools are classed as ‘own affairs’. and what the school 
cannot get from the relevant Education Minister, Mr 
Piet Clase, is a straight answer to its pleas.” “The 
impression grows that the Minister 1s stalling and that 
the Government would rather resolve the issue by 
neglect. It cannot face crossing one of its sacred ‘own 
affairs’ Rubicons.” “Will his new pragmatism extend to 
meeting a simple request from whites and blacks who 
have fallen victim to old-style apartheid? The credibility 
of many of his larger promuses depends on it.” 


De Klerk Must Act on Public Service Cuts—A second 
editorial on the same page addresses President F.W. de 
Klerk’s announcement on reducing spending by cutting 
the public service payroll, saying the announcement 1s 
welcomed with “caution™ even though De Klerk “gives 
every impression of being in earnest about reshaping 
economic policy”. “Tight control of State spending 
comes next to removing apartheid in getting the country 
going again. Mr de Klerk has identified the priorities. 
Now he must prove he can do something about them.” 


Amnesty International Report Noted—<A third editorial 
on the same page reads: “For once, Amnesty Interna- 
tional’s report on human rights abuses does not place the 
emphasis on South Africa. And it includes 22 Common- 
wealth states in the list of countries (along with this 
country) accused of killing. torturing or jailing citizens 
without trial. That makes 22 heads of government who 
must be heaving a sigh of relief that this ammunition was 
not available to Mrs Thatcher when she delivered her 
tongue-lashing at the Kuala Lumpur summit.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


De Klerk Makes ‘Right Noises’ on Public Service Cuts— 
“President de Klerk, continuing to make all the mght 
noises, chose the Financial Mail's annual investment 
conference to outline in some detail his views on the 
proper role of government, and in doing so he won for 
himself the acclamation of a notoriously sceptical and 
demanding audience. When the State President lefi the 
conference he was entitled to feel that another piece of 
his grand design had been neatly slotted into place.” 
reviews a page |2 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS 
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DAY in English on 27 October. BUSINESS DAY com- 
mends De Klerk for his “boldness” on political moves 
“aimed at breaking the logjam which his predecessor was 
unable to break.” “One point in his address. however. 
was specially calculated to win the approbation of his 
audience: the promise to re-examine every past function 
of government and to decide whether it remains neces- 
sary for government to perform that function in the 
future.” “Many business leaders. familiar with the con- 
cept of the hatchet man at times of crisis, may question 
whether the leisurely. step-by-step process of re- 
evaluation can succeed. All employees, given time to 
think, can come up with compelling arguments why their 
particular functions should be exempted from the axe. In 
time. President de Klerk may find it better, as many 
failing businesses have done. to cut first and argue later. 
But in the meantime, business will be content to let him 
do it his way. As a manifestly reasonable man. he has 
won the goodwill of reasonable men.” 


SOWETAN 


Viok's ‘Outburst’ on ANC Ban *“Unacceptable'—A page 6 
editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 27 
October reads: “It appears now that the Commonwealth 
Conference for this year is over it is back to normal for 
the SA [South Africa] Government. This confirms sus- 
picions that when De Klerk allowed protest marches and 
released eight leaders. he was playing up to Margaret 
Thatcher and George Bush, rather than trying to create a 
climate of trust in the country. On the other hand it may 
be that the hawks are still as powerful as ever or the 
Conservative Party constitutes a real threat to the 
National Party, something we do not believe. Viok's 
outburst, on the eve of the “welcome home’ rally for the 
recently release seven, that the ANC 1s still a banned 
organisation is amazing. Who does not know that? What 
it underscores 1s the deep suspicion the Government still 
harbours when it deals with the country’s majority. 
despite President de Kierk’s assertion that an atmo- 
sphere of trust must be created in the country. We would 
have expected the Government to keep silent on the 
coming rally, after all permission was sought and 
granted. The people being released went to jail as mem- 
bers of the ANC [African National Congress]. On their 
release they still pledged their loyalty to the banned 
Organisation. Obviously when a rally welcoming them 
home is held the atmosphere is just going to be ANC. 
Viok's outburst is unacceptable. and, as we have said. 
confirms our view that things are going back to norma, 
with the Government once more wielding the big stick 
ruthlessly. What we find astonishing ts that the president 
and Mr Barend du Plesiis. the Minister of Finance. 
address meetings where they warn the country of a bleak 
economic future, and the next moment play around with 
our country and future by giving the Vioks of this world 
free reign.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Commonwealth Not ‘Confused’ by Facts on Sanctions’ 
Damage—*The fury with which Commonwealth nations 
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reacted to Mrs Margaret Thatcher's dissension from 
parts ot the Kuala Lumpur Declaration on sanctions 
against South Africa says something about the degree of 
intolerance in the organization's attitude.” points oul a 
page 8 editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
on 24 October. CAPE TIMES reminds that none of the 
Commonwealth leaders. beside Thatcher, has “had 
mectings with the widest possible spectrum of South 
Afncan political leaders. That might have confused them 
with the facts. That might have given them the opportu- 
nity to assess. straight from the horse's mouth. just how 
damaging sanctions can be to the welfare of people 
whose saviours they high-mindedly see themselves to be. 
Instead they believe in rewarding significant beginnings 
of reform in South Africa—the release of ANC prisoners. 
greater freedom of protest. a toning down of police 
activily against activists. a softening of government 
attitude towards talks with the ANC—with increased 
punitive action. That of course 1s their mght, just as it 1s 
the nght of lemmungs to rush into the sea.” 


THE WEEKLY MAIL 


Black Vote on Leaders Makes Sense ‘in Principle’ — The 
government 1s considering using a new and untried 
weapon against the African National Congress and its 
allies: democracy. But, as any gun nuit knows. a good 
weapon 1s useless in the hands of someone who has never 
learned to use it—in imexperienced hands, it may 
damage the user more than the intended victim. So. if 
the government gces ahead with the plan. 1 could create 
as many problems for self as for its adversaries.” points 
out Steven Friedman in his “Worm’s Eye” column on 
page !2 of Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL in 
English for 27 October-2 November. “According to 
reports, the government now sees an election as a way of 
defusing pressure to negotiate with the ANC alone” since 
“an election would show who ts entitled to represent the 
voteless in negotiations. In principle. the idca makes 
sense.” “The proposal might. therefore. help the govern- 
ment win the moral “high ground’ by showing that 11 1s 
willing to negotiate with leaders who black people. rather 
than it. choose. Bat 1 probably sees a poll. not as a way 
of starting negotiation with representative black leaders. 
but of preventing them.” “Indeed. 1 might hope that the 
ANC and its allies boycott the election. It would then not 
have to negotiate with them—but because they had 
excluded themselves.” “If a poll is to be credible. ut 
would have to be held after all restrictions on political 
activity were lifted and cule movements were included 
in the political process.” “If an clection 1s to mect the 
government's objectives, therefore. 1 would have to 
open up unprecedented opportunities to banned and 
exiled movements to mobilise support.” “Because an 
election would hold great risks. the government ts 
unlikely to rush into one”. so “the clection proposal may 
well be designed to buy time.” 
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28 Oct Press Review 
MB2810175089 


[Editonal Report} 


TRANSVALER 


Test for Peace—Johannesburg TRANSVALER in Afr- 
kaans on 24 Ociober notes in a page 6 editonal that: 
“The weekend plea by C nef Minister Mangosuthu 
Buthelez: is in line with the conception of the enormous 
reconciliation task ahead in the country.” “He addressed 
relations between Blacks and Indians. and asked whether 
the econom: > progress of the Indians led to jealousy on 
the one hand and to ‘superior dislike’ on the other 
hand.” “This tension between Blacks and Indians has 
already led to bloodshed. Such volatile situations are 
widespread in the country. In fact. the test will be to 
arrange matters in a new South Africa to preserve peace 
among different elements and ensure progress for all.” 


NP Plan Needs Support, U The 25 
October TRANSVALER states in a page 8 editorval that 
President de Klerk told the National Party [NP] congress 
in the Orange Free State [OFS] that “he foresees a period 
of ‘orderly but dramatic change’ and the NP must be 
prepared for it. The specific reference to the NP is not an 
accident. Afrikaners are far and away the broad base of 
the NP. and it is not certain they fully realize the 
implications of the >- tear Plan. Even those who do may 
be skeptical about the seriousness with which govern- 
ment wants to get it going.” “As it grows and develops. 
the mechanics of the plan will have to be fully ingrained 
in both NP supporters and potential supporters. So the 
task rests mainly with the ordinary Nationalist to carry 
oul the new message to. as it were, keep the germ of 
change alive.” 


DIE BURGER 


Stone Throwing Criticized—‘“There are encouraging 
signs of increasing opposition by all population groups 
and communities against the barbaric use of throwing 
stones and bricks at vehicles. This went to such an extent 
that Mr Oscar Mpetha., one of the recently released ANC 
[Afncan National Congress] leaders. condemned stone 
throwing. and even on behalf of Mr Nelson Mandela.” 
asserts the Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 
24 October in a page 24 editorial. “The phenomenon is 
so bad and so unacceptable that we should also welcome 
the ANC’s probable attempt to uproot this evil. This can 
only give impetus to the growing opposition to stone 
throwing in the black communities, and this can 
improve the police's chances of success in fighting this 
crime. 


Commonwealth Shows Problems—In a second editorial 
on the same page. DIE BURGER says “The dramatic 
developments over the weekend at the Commonwealth 
conference in Kuala Lumpur have put its dissension and 
inability in the spotlight.” “The Commonwealth should 
pay attention to its own problems. Because of the fact 
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that the Commonwealth is amorphous, the current dis- 
sension and incredulity will probably not force i to 
spl.” 

Trust Necessary for Progress—~if any positive develop- 
ment ts 10 take place in South Africa, there must be an 
element of trust from both the government and black 
political movements. declares DIE BURGER on 25 
October in a page 28 editorial. “Withou- trust, the future 
is doomed for both whites and blacks.” “According to 
newspaper reports, even the most radical organizations. 
for example the ANC. admit thal recent moves by 
President de Klerk are encouraging steps in the nght 
direction in finding a peaceful solution to South Afnca’s 
probiems.~ 


Goverament Deserves Credit for Preparing for Change— 
The Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 25 October 
in a page 14 editonal states: “The government deserves 
credit for 6.:¢ important thing: its attempts to prepare 
people for the changes which must come. Mr F.W. de 
Klerk introduced the theme of drastic and urgent reform 
immediately after becoming NP leader. This was 
sounded more strongly during the clection campaign. 
Since becoming state president. Mr de Klerk has, with a 
few actions, provided a preview of what is happening in 
the political kitchen. He continued his effort to educate 
people at the OFS NP congress: They must not expect a 
penod of calm and consolidation, but rather orderly and 
dramatic change. And then this friendly warning: Study 
the government statements and undertakings. and be 
convinced that that is the only way for South Attica. 
That is how reform must be tackled.” 


CP Living in “Dream World’—An editorial on page 14 of 
the Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans of 26 October 
declares: “The Conservative Party [CP] and its adher- 
ents sometimes give the impression that they are living 
in a dream world. Not only do they distort South African 
realities to suit themselves. they also often ignore them. 
as Dr Andries Treurnicht, their leader, has done again at 
the CP congress in Pretoria. He spoke out against the 
release of the cight security prisoners. and said the 
government is by implication accepting that the ANC 
can become a co-ruler of South Africa. What Dr Treur- 
nicht’s claims boil down to is that the government ts no 
longer fighting terrorism. Nothing could be further from 
the truth.” “How uninformed Dr Treurnicht and the CP 
are about events in the world 1s perhaps best indicated by 
their inability (or unwillingness”) to come to terms with 
the root of our problems and investigate why the blacks 
in South Africa are dissatisfied. But of couzse that does 
not fit in with their ostrich politics, just as the CP does 
not fit in with the new South Africa.” 


President's Economic Guidelines Welcomed—in a 
second editorial on the same page. BEELD siates: “Pres- 
ident de Kierk’s quick reaction to proposals on how 
economic guidelines can be executed and coordinated 
effectively 1s to be welcomed. Last night. after a report by 
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the Afmkaans Chamber of Commerce, he announced 
thal urgent investigations of gaps in policy and coordi- 
nation will be instituted.” “We in Souta Afinca niust 
strive for a more effective operatior of our bureaucracy. 
A government does not like being dictated to on how tc 
run the country. but President de Klerk’s reaction gives 
the impression that he understands the needs of the 
private sector. That in itself indicates progress.” 


DIE REPUBLiKEIN 


OAU ‘Iaterference’ Criticized—“The world community 
has agreed that Namibia should become independent 
under international supervision.” writes Windhoek DIE 
REPUBLIKEIN in Afrikaans on 26 October in a page 4 
editonal. “This supervision is to be conducted by the 
UN Security Council, as the highest authority of the 
world body.” However. “matters have taken a strange 
turn with the interference of all sorts of subordinate 
organizations.” “The whole idea of Resolution 435 was 
that Namibians should determine their future without 
interference.” “Thus, the OAU should not dare to make 
proposals in favor of the South-West Africa Peupie’s 
Organization [SWAPO}.” First, this undermines the 
United Nations. “Second, it frustrates the objectives of 
Resolution 435. Third, it is an insult to Namibians.” 

“Namuibians will only welcome impartial observers in 
the territory.” “What is SWAPO doing to set the record 
Straight with regard to meddiers who confess that they 
are trying to ‘lp st? Does SWAPO welcome such 
observers?” 


3% Oct Press Review 
MB3010104189 


[Editorial Report} 


SUNDAY STAR 


Goverament Wants To Forget Past, Grapples With 
Future—A page 10 editorial in Johannesburg SUNDAY 
STAR in English on 29 October says the ANC rally in 
Soweto “must prompt more than a momen: of mourning 
for time wasted in stifling ideas odious to the country’s 
rulers, but whose impact was always inevitable. Th's 
time around, let's all listen extra carefully lest we m::; 
the opportunity of a lifetime to make our land truly 
great. Today's gathering marks the ‘end of the beginning’ 
of what ultimately must be dramatic and necessary 
change in South Africa. The big question now is: What 
next?” “Recent events have created a warm, fuzzy 
feeling that thcngs are looking up. However. subterfuge 
remains the mainstay of local political life.” SUNDAY 
STAR, noting Law and Order Minister Adriaan Viok’s 
reminder that the ANC is a banned organization and 
President F.W. de Klerk’s response to Viok that “tie 
didn't want his memory refreshed”. says De Klerk’s 
government “appears to be trying to forget the past. and 
large parts of the law. in order to grapple with the 
future.” “Surely it is time to stop this circus, unban the 
ANC and allow the emergence of legitimate black leaders 
across the political spectrum. As long as nobody calis a 
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spade a spade. we may limp slowly towaids the onevi- 
table nonracial society. Bul to manage the process of 
change even half effectively. there will have to be a lot 
more plain talking. At some point, the initiative must be 
seized so that a sernblance of structure can be brought to 
bear on the current haphazard course towards a more 
equitable politica’ dispensation. Without a clear sens< of 
purpose we may hobble lamely in circles, with the 
constani threat of outbreaks of conflict arising from 
prolonged frustration.” 


SUNDAY TIMES 


De Klerk Cabinet Creates Better Political Climate—“On 
assuming office the new (well, newish) De Klerk admin- 
istration correctly identified as a prnority the task of 
klimaatskepping—<he creation of a better political cli- 
mate in South Africa. And. gcodness knows. no climatic 
was ever in greater need of improvement.” notes a page 
28 editorial in Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in 
English on 29 October. “He has correctly identified the 
linkage between political reform and the economy. 
acknowledging that the former 1s impossible without 
sound maz:sgement of the latter. There have also been 
winks and nods suggesting separate amenities and group 
areas will be up for amendment. And. no less impor- 
tantly, we have seen peacetul protests condoned and 
high-profile prisoners released. Indubitably. a much 
more favourable klimaat is being skepped and Mr de 
Klerk and his pleasingly energised Cabin-t team deserve 
praise for the changes they have wrought in such short 
order. They know, though. that still ahead of them— 
righ? in the thickest part of the woods where all manner 
of danger lurk—ties the Big One. the task of fashioning a 
new, negotiated constitution.” 


ANC Rally Proves De Kierk’s ‘Tree Test'—A second 
editos:al on the same page describes the ANC rally as 
“the true test for President de Kierk’s bold initiative ia 
allowing freedom of protest” since the rally is nothing 
but “a show of strength for the ANC.” which “would 
seem to indicate that the next step for the Government. 
if all goes well today. is to unban the ANC. Afier all, a 
law 1s mocked when it 1s observed more in (1c breach 
than in the observance. Given the delicacy of the current 
transition pernod, a little pragmatism ts in order. But the 
time must come soon when the Government has to scrap 
resinictive laws and formally acknowledge that what we 
are hearing daily is the voice of the ANC.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Gevernment Position on ANC ‘Ridiculous, Dangerous — 

“The huge gathering at Soccer City, Crown Mines. 
addressed by freed ANC leaders. was an African 
National Congress rally. whatever the organisers claimed 
or the government accepted.” insists a page 6 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 30 October. 
“It rasses the question whether the government has not 
given the ANC de facto recognition while reiterating that 
it ss still a banned organisaiion. The government's 
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dilemma is obvious.” “If the ANC leaders were prose- 
cuted, there would be an uproar, here and overseas, with 
the government being accused of allowing the ANC 
leaders to speak and then charging them because they 
did.” “If this is the case with the released ANC leaders, 
what will happen when Nelson Mandela is set free? 
Clearly, the government will not be able to restrict him 
or stop him from saying whatever jie wishes to say.” “In 
fact, Mandela will be able to do very much as he 
pleases.” ““The problem with protest marches, defiance 
of apartheid laws and a rally that projects the ANC’s 
viewpoints is that the government is turning a blind eye 
to any contraventions of the laws that apply to other 
citizens. The best thing for it to do, if it is not going to 
apply the laws, is to do away with them. And if it no 
longer wishes to maintain present restrictions on the 
ANC, it should unban the organisation—at least inter- 
nally. The present position is both ridiculous and dan- 
gerous, since nobody knows what the ANC’s position is 
anymore—and that applies particularly to the police.” 


THE STAR 


Bureaucratic Red Tape ‘Chronic’—‘Black education is 
afflicted with quite enough problems already without the 
extraordinary delays in paying teachers’ salaries,” asserts 
a page 10 editorial in Johannesburg THF STAR in 
English on 30 October. “The problem boils down to 
excessive red tape, one of this country’s great chronic 
malaises. For some reason the teaching profession seems 
especially riddled by bureaucracy—other branches of the 
public service, it is pointed out, aren't subjected to 
similar delays.” “Our education system deserves better, 
and so do South African taxpayers, who must ultimately 
foot the bill for excessive bureaucracy. It would be good 
to see some remedial action—this time without bureac- 
ratic delays.” 


Propaganda Deters Nuclear Arms Development—A 
second editorial on the same page reads: “While the 
world continues to believe South Africa is engaged in 
developing nuclear weaponry, the country is in the 
happy position of not actually having to spend a cent on 
such expensive projects. The deterrent is provided free 
by international propaganda. But as to confirming 
whether we really are developing a long-range nuclear 
missile in collaboration with Israel...that would be 
telling. The Government prefers merely to radiate mys- 


tery.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


De Klerk Must Amend Assembly, Information Regula- 
tions—A page 12 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 30 October refers to President de 
Klerk’s hints at a review of emergency regulation, saying 
“we would commend to his attention: freedom of 
assembly and freedom of information.” Regarding 
freedom of assembly, BUSINESS DAY says “where the 
emergency regulations come in is that police action to 
disperse illegal gatherings—even the arrest of harmless 
Black Sash ladies—may be classifed as ‘security action’ 
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dealing with ‘unrest’ and may not be reported, photo- 
graphed or otherwise conveyed to the wider public. And 
police are granted indemnity for their actions unless bad 
faith can be proved. President de Klerk has been com- 
mendably tolerant recently about allowing the public 
protest the Western democracies take for granted and 
communist bloc autocracies have lately condoned. But 
police should not have to try to interpret executive whim 
in knowing which laws to apply. Public protest should be 
made legal, subject only to normal laws on the protection 
of life, limb and property. The safety valve should be 
re-opened.” As for freedom of information, BUSINESS 
DAY feels “newspapers, like the general public, should 
be subject to the provisions of the law, not administra- 
tive fiat. If President de Klerk amends the emergency 
regulations in these two areas at least, he will contribute 
to the better climate he is seeking both here and abroad.” 


*Ludicrously’ Low Employment Price Paid for Sanc- 
tions—‘*Perhaps the most important measure of the 
health of an economy is the level of employment,” 
claims a second editorial on the same page. Figures 
released on 27 October “showing that manufacturing 
employment grew by a ludicrously low 5.6 percent—or 
by no more than 77,500 jobs—in the pas’ uecade, paint 
a stark, sad picture of the depths of our economic 
malaise.” “It has to be more than fortuitous that the low 
point of manufacturing employment in the mid-Eighties, 
June 1986, coincided with the worst outbreaks of civil 
unrest. Government now recognises the link between 
economic progress and the search for peaceful political 
solutions. It is also more than fortuitous that the decade 
of low job-creation coincides with the increasing impo- 
sition of sanctions. Local sanctions proponents, from 
churchmen to trade unionists, should study the employ- 
ment levels. They are the price paid by the working class 
for sanctions.” 


SOWETAN 


ANC Rally ‘Most Politically Significant’ to Struggle— 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 30 October 
publishes the following front page editorial, headlined 
“Page One Comment”: “Th biggest political rally, with 
over 80,000 people attending from all parts of the 
country, ~* held at the FNB [First National Bank] 
stadium to welcome the ANC seven who collectively 
spent close to 150 years in jail. The rally was not only the 
biggest single political gathering held in the country in all 
time, it was also the largest and the first of its kind to 
have been held by any political organisation in South 
Africa. The political significance of this rally is that the 
nation was paying its dues to men who have spent their 
entire adult lives in jail for a commitment that inti- 
mately affects all our lives. There is no doubt that this 
event will go down in history as the most dramatic, most 
poignant, and perhaps the most politically significant 
since the start of the struggle for liberation. Even the 
massive police presence that was allegedly launched to 
safeguard life and property, appeared awed by the size of 
the gathering. The rather petulant threat by some radical 
rightwing groups that they would disrupt the event, 
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looked silly long before the seven and their ANC col- 
league, Govan Mbeki, went on stage to address the 
nation. We do not know how the state media will treat 
the event, but we are sure they will look pretty ridiculous 
to the world if they do not display the type of promi- 
nence the story deserves. These old men can die happy 
after the type of welcome given them by the South 
African nation. This day was in effect preparatory to the 
release of Nelson Mandela, as well as the prelude to the 
type of welcome that will be given to him. It will be a 
fitting welcome which might lead to the final resolution 
of the difficult problems we have had under apartheid 
for more than 40 years.” 


Government Now Follows on Nation’s Footsteps—A page 
6 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 30 
October reads: “The days when the nation would just 
moan about apartheid while doing nothing or too little to 
challenge it are gradually nearing an end. The people 
have become sick and tired of apartheid. They are now 
beginning to claim their dignity by asserting themselves 
instead of always reacting to what the Government does 
by merely condemning or rejecting this and that. They 
just do what they believe is right irrespective of what the 
Government says. Nowadays, it is the Government that 
is following on the nation’s footsteps and reacting to 
what the nation does. In the past few weeks, South Africa 
has seen the people taking the initiative to defy divisive 
laws created by the Government to deny blacks the right 
to use facilities that are taken for granted by whites. Last 
week, the Save Boksburg Committee organised more 
than 200 people from Reiger Park and Vosloorus to 
invade the ‘whites only’ Boksburg Lake and held their 
picnic there. This was in defiance of a decision by the 
Conservative Party-controlled town council of Boksburg 
to reintroduce petty apartheid in the area. In another 
incid<at at the weekend, 30 people defied the town’s 
petty apartheid laws when they used the ‘whites only’ 
library. The virtual ‘unbanning’ of the ANC which 
started after the release of ANC leaders a few weeks ago 
is another issue the Government might not be able to do 
much about at this late hour. While we are aware that the 
ANC is still an illegal organisation, the Government 
would be demanding too much from the people if it 
expects them to greet leaders without any form of 
reference to the organisation they belonged to when they 
were arrested and whose ideals they still subscribe to.” 
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RAPPORT 


‘De Klerk Team's New Approach Bearing Fruit'— 
Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 29 October 
recalls in a page 30 editorial thai “the NP’s [National 
Party] Orange Free State leader remarked at last week’s 
NP Congress that President F.W. de Klerk ‘is letting 
things happen’. At the same congress, the state president 
emphasized the government’s term of office should be a 
‘dynamic time for action’.” “At least President de Klerk 
and his new team have created the impression from the 
start that reactive action is replacing proactive action. 
For too long, many reasons have been forwarded why 
certain things could not be done.” “The De Klerk team’s 
new approach is bearing fruit.” “South Africa is entering 
a new period and taking on a new style, which has 
created greater confidence that problems once thought 
insoluble are being addressed and pushed nearer solu- 
tions.” “This is mainly because the new government has 
created ihe impression that it is ‘making things happen’ 
in the eyes of ordinary South Africans who have become 
despondent because of inactivity.” 


ILANGA 


Time To Give Boost to Reform ‘Wagon’-— 
“Commonwealth heads of state and government, who 
met in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,” begins a page 4 
editorial in Durban ILANGA in Zulu for 25-28 October, 
“resolved to intensify sanctions against South Africa and 
its people, saying it must increasingly feel the pinch and 
have its economic base uprooted until it eradicates the 
system of apartheid.” “British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, however, took a lone position, urging and 
stating the foolhardiness of such a step, while Presicent 
F.W. de Klerk was tackling the reform process. He has 
shown this by releasing eight political prisoners and 
allowing peaceful protests marches. He has also stated 
his intention to hold preliminary discussions with 
diverse groups on negotiations to end apartheid and 
institute power sharing.” “The National Party govern- 
ment has already felt the pinch of sanctions and is 
presently on top of reform, even though this may not as 
yet be apparent to many. What is needed now is to give 
it a chance to fuifill its promises to South Africa's 
citizens. Our leaders should come together and give this 
wagon a boost forward” because “removing the wheels, 
instead, just when it is preparing to move, is not an act of 
wisdom but a waste of precious time and energy needed 
in the struggle.” 
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Angola 


U.S. Pressure To Soften UNITA Péosition Rejected 


MB2910063089 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0600 GMT 29 Oct 89 


[Text] Angola has said that it dovs not intend to soften its 
attitude towards the UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola} movement because of 
pressure from the United States. 


The Portuguese news agency LUSA reports that the 
Angolan head of state, President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos, said in Luanda that pressure form the United 
States would not make his government change its stance 
regarding UNITA. 


He described the collapse in August of the brief truce 
with UNITA as an act of extreme irresponsibility and 
dishonor. The cease-fire, the first in the 14-year-old civil 
war, collapsed amid angry denials by the UNITA leader, 
Dr Jonas Savimbi, that he had agreed to go into exile and 
to allow members of his movement to merge with the 
Angolan Army. 


African leaders are due to meet in the Ivory Coast 
tomorrow on a renewed effort to end the Angolan civil 
war. The United States is in favor of direct negotiations 
between UNITA and the Angolan Government as the 
first step towards national reconciliation. 


Dos Santos Discusses Efforts for Peace Process 


MB2710200089 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 27 Oct 89 


[Text] Comrade President Jose Eduardo dos Santos today 
granted an audience to (Elcid Kurianachi), UNICEF good- 
will ambassador and Japanese television actress. 


During the audience, the UNICEF goodwill ambassador 
briefed Comrade President Jose Eduardo dos Santos on 
the results of her visit to our country. She said she was 
happy to have learned about Angola’s realities, adding that 
this would help heighten the awareness of the Japanese 
people and of the international community at large. 


In turn, the Angolan head of state took this opportunity 
to address the team of journalists accompanying the 
Japanese actress about Angola’s political and economic 
situation in general, and about the Gbadolite accord in 
particular: 


[Begin Dos Santos recording] That accord was clarified 
in Harare. It establishes principles to resolve Angola’s 
internal problem. We did not (?renounce) the accord. In 
fact, we consider it the basis for resolving the problem. 
[end recording] 


The Japanese journalists also asked President Jose Edu- 
ardo dos Santos’ opinion of Jonas Savimbi’s rejection of 
the 22 June accords: 
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[Begin Dos Santos recording] We believe that he dis- 
played a lack of respect and irresponsibility. He should 
have presented his rejection on 22 June, at the time and 
place where the issue was analyzed. Moreover, it shows 
that he lacks seriousness. It places an obstacle in the path 
of [words indistinct] we believe this was a (?ploy) to exeit 
renewed pressure and to secure further advantages. If he 
does not secure more advantages, he will have to 
backpedal. The question we must ask is: What power 
does the UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola—FBIS] leader command to impose his 
will upon the Angolan Government? We believe he does 
not have that power. Naturally, he must not think that 
diplomatic pressure by the United States or other 
friendly countries will convince the Angolan Govern- 
ment to alter its behavior. We must not forget that the 
Angolan Government forgave Savimbi at Gbadolite. 
Savimbi fought side by side with the South African Army 
against the Angolan people. [end recording] 


Mozambique 


South Africa Asks for Access to Missionary 


MB28 10084989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0825 GMT 28 Oct 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 28 SAPA—Representations 
have been made to the Mozambique authorities by the 
South African Government for consular access to a 
South African Missionary—one of seven missionaries 
captured by Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation Front] 
government forces on Tuesday last week [24 October]. 


A spokesman for the Department of Foreign Affairs in 
Pretoria on Saturday confirmed that reports had been 
received of the incident through the South African 
ambassador in Malawi, Mr George Stroebel. 


“Representations have been made to the Mozambican 
authorities by our trade representative in Maputo, Mr 
David Laubscher, for consular access to the South 
African involved,” the spokeswoman said. 


She told SAPA she had no further details and didn’t 
think any more information would be forthcoming over 
the weekend. 


The offices of the Department of Foreign Affairs were 
closed over the weekend, she said. 


The seven missionaries, including South African Mr 
Peter Hammond, were captured by Frelimo near the 
Malawi border on Tuesday. According to reports the 
other six missionaries are Americans. 


The seven were part of the California-based Christian 
Emergency Relief team and were reportedly providing 
relief assistance to Mozambican civilians in the war-torn 
country. The spokeswoman did not know if Mr Ham- 
mond was a naturalised American. 
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Missionaries Cross Border Illegally 


MB2910053089 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 29 Oct 30 


[Text] The Mozambican news agency AIM has con- 
firmed that government troops have captured six Amer- 
icans and a South African near the border with Malawi. 


Earlier reports said the five men and two women were 
missionaries who had been involved in medical work 
when they were captured on Tuesday [24 October]. AIM 
said the missionaries had presumably crossed illegally 
into Mozambique from Malawi with Renamo [Mozam- 
bique National Resistance] members. 


Captured Missionary UK Citizen 


MB2910072289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0722 GMT 29 Oct 89 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 29 SAPA—Two of the men in a 
group of seven missionaries captured by Frelimo 
{Mozambique Liberation Front] government forces in 
Mozambique last week, have been identified. 


A spokesman for the Department of Foreign Affairs said in 
Pretoria on Sunday that from further information received 
it would appear that one of the men, Mr Peter Hammond, 
was a British citizen travelling on a British passport. 


The South African involved was Mr George Bezuidenhout. 


She said that according to information, the group had 
entered Mozambique illegaliy from Malawi. 


The group of seven was captured by Frelimo last 
Tuesday [24 October] near the Malawi border. 
According to reports most of the men in the group are 
from a California-based Christian emergency relief team 
reportedly providing assistance to Mozambican civilians 
in war-torn northern Mozambique. 


‘Key Link’ Between MNR, Supporters 


MB29(i0094589 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0900 GMT 29 Oct 89 


[Excerpt] One of the missionaries captured by Mozam- 
bique Governmeni forces is a key link between the rebel 
MNR [Mozambique National Resistance] movement 
and its international supporters. [passage omitted] 


Investigation Under Way 


MB3010054989 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0400 GMT 30 Oct 89 


[Text] A Foreign Ministry note issued in Maputo last 
night says investigations are under way on eight individ- 
uals who entered the national territory illegally through 
Tete Province’s Angonia District. 


The eight are U.S. nationals Kenneth Daugherty, John 
Cannon, Lucille Leist, Frederick Douglas Leist, Stephen 
George Sherrill, and Carol Roberts; British national 
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Peter Christopher Hammond; and South African 
national George William Bezuidenhout. 


Renamo Claims 150 Government Troops Killed 


MB28 10164189 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 28 Oct 89 


[Text] The Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] 
movement claims that it has killed 150 Mozambican 
Government soldiers and shot down 3 helicopters in a 
battle in the north of Mozambique. 


Renamo said in a statement issued in Lisbon that the 
battle took place when a force of about 350 Mozambican 
and Zimbabwean troops attacked the town of Chemba, 
on the Zambezi River, near the Malawi border. Renamo 
said it has held the town since 1985. 


AFP Reports 
AU2810181989 Paris AFP in English 1739 GMT 
28 Oct 89 


[Text] Lisbon, Oct 28 (AFP)}—The rebel Mozambique 
National Resistance (Renamo) said Saturday that it had 
killed 150 Mozambican and Zimbabwean troops Friday 
[27 October] as it thwarted an attack on positions at 
Chemba in central Mozambique’s Sofala Province. 


In a statement issued in the Portuguese capital, Renamo 
added that its guerrillas had also seriously injured a 
Mozambican general, named only as Goigoi, captured 
79 soldiers from both a:mies and downed three helicop- 
ters in the operation. 


.enamo, which is still in the initial stages of peace 
negotiations with the Mozambican Government, said 
that Gen. Goigoi had been taken to hospital in Zim- 
babwe, which has troops stationed in Mozambique to 
help safeguard vital communications links. 


Namibia 


SWAPO’s Nujoma ‘Ready To Negotiate’ With Rivals 


AB2810133289 Paris AFP in English 1304 GMT 
28 Oct 89 


[By Jean Sutherland and Christian Chaise] 


[Text] Windhoek, Oct 28 (AFP)}—The SWAPO [South- 
West African People’s Organization] nationalist move- 
ment is ready to negotiate with its rivals to form a 
coalition government after pre-independence elections 
in Namibia next month if it does not win a two-thirds 
majority, SWAPO leader Sam Nujoma has said. 


Mr. Nujoma, 60, told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE in 
an exclusive interview Friday that he will “of course” 
accept the voters’ verdict, provided that United Nations 
special representative Martti Ahtisaari, head of the team 
supervising the poll, declared it “free and fair.” But he 
believes his South-West African People’s Organization 
(SWAPO) will win outright the two-thirds majority 
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needed for a free hand with the constitution to be drawn 
up and passed by a 72-member constituent assembly due 
for election on November 7-11. 


Mr. Nujoma also accused Pretoria of maintaining troops 
in northwest Namibia in a “clear violation” of United 
Nations Resolution 435, which forms the basis for an 
end to South African rule. Namibia, colonized by Ger- 
many until 1915, will probably finally win its indepen- 
dence next year. 


Less than two weeks before the election, he charged that 
there were “three mechanized battallions equipped with 
helicopters” and including both South African and 
Namibian soldiers based in western Kaokoland, an iso- 
lated region close to Angola. 


“It is obvious that it is the SADF (South African Defence 
Forces) who are flying the helicopters,” he added. 


The claim was “strongly deplored’ Saturday by a 
spokesman for the South African administrator-general 
here, Louis Pienaar, who denied that any SADF units or 
members were engaged ir inilitary activity in Namibia. 
Questioned by AFP, U.N. representative Mr. Ahtisaari 
refused to comment. 


Confirming the moderate policy platform presented by 
his Marxist movement, Mr. Nujoma said that “nation- 
alization at the present moment is not the answer.” but 
refused to rule out this method of handling the economy 
at an undefined future date. 


Mr. Nujoma, seen as future head of state by most 
observers, returned to Namibia on September 14 after 
more than 29 years in exile. For almost 23 years, his 
SWAPO guerrillas had fought South African-led security 
forces in northern Namibia, where it draws its support 
among the Ovambo people. 
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Speaking at his SWAPO-guarded home on the Wana- 
heda Heights, a new district of the black Katutura 
Township outside the capital Windhoek, Mr Nujoma 
said he was convinced SWAPO would win the 48-strong 
majority necessary to impose its own constitution 
without consulting other parties. 


“If we-don’t win, we will consult others,” he added. “It’s 
done everywhere in the world. Namibia is not going to be 
an exception. So we negotiate and if possible create a 
coalition government. 


The SWAPO leader said that he was even ready to talk to 
the National Party, a white movement wanting to main- 
tain a form of racial segregation in Namibia and which 
claims to have the backing of two-thirds of the 75,000- 
odd whites in a total population of about one and half 
million. But he categorically rejected any granting of 
“special privileges” to the tiny white minority. recalling 
that SWAPO’s objective was “equality for all” in a 
totally non-racially structured society. 


Regarding the Namibians allegedly arrested and impris- 
oned in neighbouring Angola by SWAPO, which suspected 
them of being :\ipies for Pretoria, Mr. Nujoma dismissed 
the issue as “a South African propaganda ploy”. 


A U.N. team which carried out investigations in Angola 
and Zambia during September found no trace of 
detainees held by SWAPO which has stated that it has 
freed all its prisoners. South African officials have mean- 
while demanded to know what happened to some 300 
people reportedly held in Angola. 


Mr. Nujoma added that charges by former SWAPO 
detainees that they had been brutally treated and tor- 
tured were baseless. “It’s all lies,” he said. 
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Nigeria 


Thatcher Opposition to RSA Sanctions Viewed 


AB2610222589 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 26 Oct 89 


[Alex Ekeanyanwu commentary] 


[Text] The situation in [the Republic of] South Africa 
[RSA] has more often than not dominated deliberation 
at Commonwealth conferences in recent years. This, of 
course, is a logical response to the intolerable conditions 
that the white minority government has subjected the 
blacks in that country. At the Vancouver conference, for 
example, the South African problem seriously threat- 
ened the existence of the Commonwealth as a multina- 
tional organization. The way and manner the British 
delegation opposed the imposition of economic sanction 
against South Africa made many observers to wonder 
whether South Africa was a Crown Colony of Great 
Britain. Over the years, the government of Mrs Margaret 
Thatcher has consistently opposed the application of 
economic sanctions as a way of changing the intolerable 
state of affairs in that enclave. Even in 1986 when the 
United States Government imposed some sanctions, the 
British Government was not moved. The change of 
leadership in South Africa and the president’s declared 
intention to effect reforms and to enter into dialogue 
with black leaders, was not to be a good opportunity for 
the Commonwealth to extract as much concession as 
possible from the new leadership. 


This was the setting under which leaders of the Com- 
monwealth assembled in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, for 
this year’s conference. As was expected, apartheid was 
high on the agenda. Prime Minister Brian Mulroney of 
Canada vigorously canvassed for the sustenance of eco- 
nomic pressure at South Africa. The result was a unan- 
imous agreement by the leaders of the Commonwealth 
that sanctions against South Africa should continue until 
the racist regime introduces a clear and irreversible 
change in apartheid. In a statement entitled: South 
Africa, the Way Ahead, Commonwealth leaders agreed 
that time was not ripe to consider any relaxation of 
existing sanctions and pressures. The leaders were of the 
opinion that the only justification for sanctions against 
South Africa was the pressure created for fundamental 
political change. They made it clear that the purpose of 


FBIS-AFR-89-208 
3 October 1989 


their action was not punitive but to abolish apartheid 
and bringing Pretoria to a negotiating table and keeping 
it there until change was irreversibly secured. All mem- 
bers of the Commonwealth signed the declaration. And 
then, the unexpected happened. The British prime min- 
ister issued a statement saying that sanction was largely 
fruitless. Before then, Mrs Thatcher had opposed an 
Australian proposal to set up an independent agency to 
monitor South Africa’s international financial links. The 
action so infuriated leading Commonwealth heads of 
government that Prime Minister Robert Mugabe of 
Zimbabwe described Mrs Thatcher's attitude towards 
sanctions as despicable and unacceptable. But the 
United States has, for the first time, admitted that 
sanctions played a role in bringing the new thinking in 
Pretoria. The British Government’s dissenting statement 
on sanctions is ambivalent and highly regrettable. It 
amounted to repudiation by Britain over documents to 
which she was a signatory. And this does not do British 


diplomacy any good. 


Whatever the British Government's position on sanction 
might be, the fact is that an irreversible process of change 
in South Africa has been set in motion by progressive 
forces both inside and outside South Africa. Virtually 
every country in the world has run out of patience with 
South Africa. This should serve as lesson to Britain. 


Senegal 


Wade Reacts to U.S. Official’s Statement 


AB2710222289 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1830 GMT 27 Oct 89 


[Text] The secretary general of the Senegalese Demo- 
cratic Party (legal opposition), Mr Abdoulaye Wade, 
today in Paris suggested the creation of a quadripartite 
judicial commission comprising Senegal, Mauritania, 
the Uniiea States, and France, to rule on the demarca- 
tion of the Senegal-Mauritania common border. Mr 
Wade was reacting to a recent statement by Mr Herman 
Cohen, the American deputy secretary of state for 
African affairs, who said ‘+e right bank of the River 
Senegal belongs to Mauritam. ‘nd Senegal has never laid 
claim to this territory. He expressed the view that Mr 
Cohen’s legai references are incomplete. Mr Wade is of 
the view that it is up to the parties concerned to furnish 
the necessary documents. 
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